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Senator  Fairbanks’s  Speech 


CAMPAIGN  ISSUBS 


Discussed  la  a ealm,  Logical  aad  &onvhiclog  Manaar. 


f Q 


j j 


“Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow-Citizens: 

“I  shall  discuss  in  a plain  way  and  as  briefly  as  may  be  some,  of  the 
questions  engaging  th'e  attention  of  the  American  people.  We  should  ap- 
proach them  as  patriots  ratlicr  tlian-  as  partisans,  inspired  only  by  the  pur- 
pose to  advance  the  best  interests  of  our  common  country.  Prejudice  and 
passion  liave  no  riglrtful  place  in  the  august  tribunal  wh^  tho  destiny  of 
the  American  republic  is  determined. 

“,We  come  before  the  people  with  no  apology  upon  our  lips,  but  with  a 
luminous  record  of  righteous  deeds  done,  with  promise  wrought  into  fulfill- 
ment. We  are  not  ashamed  of  our  old  issues,  nor  afraid  to  frankly  espouse 
our  new  ones.  Our  record  ia  before  the  people,  and  it  ia-a  part  of  the  endur- 
ing history  of  the  republic.  We  could  not  change  if  if  we  would,  awd  we 
would  not  if  we  could. 

“Pour  years  ago  we  promised  to  enact  a tariff  law  which  would  supply 
the  federal  treasury  with  adequate  revenue  and  promote  American  interests. 
We  have  redeemed  this  pledge  by  the  enactment  of  the  Dingley  law.  This 
law  established  confidence,  reopened  factories,  erected  new  enherprisa*  and 
opened  the  way  to  pcofvtable  employment  for  the  great  army  of  -unemployed 
workingmen.  The  products  of  the  farm  found  ready  markets  at  enhanced 
values;  the  treasury  was  replenished  and  prosperity  prevailed  throughout  iha 
United  States  in  unusual  degree.  ^ 

‘"rTade  statistics  are  proclaiming  the  virtue  and  soundness  of  Repub- 
lican policies  and  Republican  adnlinistrati-on.  Our  foreign  commereo  Has 
attained  a magnitude  hitherto  not  reached.  Our  imports  for  the  fiscal  year 
onding  June  30,  1900,  were  $S49,714,G72,  nearly  45  per  cent,  ef  which' was 
free.  Our  ejiporta  reached  $i, 39-1, l&G, 071,  making  our  aggregate  foreign 
commerce  nearly  two  and  onc-quarter  billion  dollars,  u'-hiclr  eiceedi  the  total 
commerce  of  any  previous  year  by  $317,729,250.  A gratifying  feature  of  our 
foreign  commerce  is  the  large  lialance  of  trade  in  favor  of  the  United  Statae. 
The  golden  currents  aro  flowing  hither  from  all  countries,  and  are  rapidly 
increasing  our  national  wealth,  fllie  excess  of  exports  over  imports  from 
, 1790  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $350,809,012.  The  excess  of  exports  over  imports 
in  the  years  eniliug  June  30,  1898,  1899  and  1900,  amounted  to  $1,689,778,- 
t790.  Thus  it  will  he  seen  that  for  three  years  of  McKinley  administration, 
the  net  balance  of  our  foreign  commerce  in  favor  of  the  United  States  was 
$1,333,969,778  in  exct?s.s  of  the  total  net  belaaice  in  ocr  farnr  dwriMg  aR  the 
preceding  administrations. 
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‘^0  oni’  lias  shared  more  in  the  prosperity  itimulited  by  the  McKinley 
ai  minis! ration  tiian  the  farmers  of  the  United  Slates.  Ji®  one  inflered  more 
il  aii  iliev  duriuo  the  last  administration.  Their  gain  in  the  enhanced  »alue 
o live  stock  and  ton  staple  crops  for  four  years  is  more  than  one  billion 
d(  bars.  Add  tn  ihi.s  mullions  more  in  the  increased  value  of  -wool,  butter, 
c;  fruits.  V(-jetal>les,  lauds  and  other  property,  and  \vc  shall  gain  some 
< • ncfpiiuu  of  the  ben.  lit  of  the  present  administration  to  the  farmers  of  the 

C.  UtlilT. 

“It  has  licen  but  a few  years  since  the  streets  and  tht  highways  were 
v:r>w(icd  with  idle  workmen,  vainly  searching  foi  work — work  at  any  wagas. 

■1  iia.s  I'ccii  but  a few  years  since  idle  men.  pinched  by  want  and  hua^er,  were 
111  Ji'i  liiug  upon  W ashington,  appealing  for  relief.  A revoiati^a  has  ooevurred, 
pi  aceful  in  it.^  jirocess.  mighty  and  signiheant  in  its  results.  The  caaks  of 
tl  e eiii])loved  iuisc  been  increased  by  hundreds  of  thousand*.  Liabwf  has  had 
w irk.  h has  not  been  asking  for  bread  at  the  hands  of  charity.  It  has  beoa 
)>i  ildi-ng  lioiiu-s;  it  has  been  educating  cliildren;  it  has  been  iacrerunag  de- 
pt .-its  in  buiklirig  and  loan  associations  and  savings  banks.  3hfcii  we  rsvocse 
ill.'  gratifying  condition?  Shall  we  again  increase  the  ranks  of  the  uaem- 
pj  lYcd?  Siiall  work  continue  to  seek  labor,  or  shall  we  retura  to  tho  d*ys 
w icn  labor  was  anxiously  seeking  work  ? 

o O 

THE  CURRENCY  QUESTICH.  ^ 

How  the  CoDntry  would  be  Atiected  by  Free  Coioags  of  Slrar. 

“The  St.  Louis  convention  declared  for  the  maintenaja.ee  of  tbw  gold 
stindard,  and  for  the  promotion  of  international  bimetaiilaia.  Agreeably  to 
t.l  e pledge,  the  President  early  sent  a commission  to  Europe,  compa»«il  of 
t>i  nator  Wolcott,  of  Colorado;  Mr.  Stevenson,  cimdidate  for  tha  Vice-Presi- 
ch  uc.y.  and  tlencral  Paine,  to  confer  with  the  leading  European  govenuMiftts 
w th  respect  to  an  international  agreement.  T:jds  mission  co^  Mt  b*Te 
hi  eri  intrusted  to  abler  or  more  loyal  hands.  The  commiasion  wm  uuibU  to 
at  compli.^h  .an  agreement,  but  the  Kepublicau  party  had  kapt  ika  piaAf*. 

“The  pri-sciit  Congress  enacted  a taw  establnihiaf  iriniy  the  foM.  atwod- 
aid.  Every  dollar  of  our  currency  is  now  gold  or  its  equivai*at.  Wt  kava 
!K  ded  to  the  stock  of  our  circulating  medium,  ao  that  the  per  capita  k $36.50, 
aiainsl  $21.10  in  1S9C.  The  aggregate  amount  ia  $2,003,435,486,  *f  which  ^ 
$<i  15.474,400  is  gold  and  gold  certificates,  $026,170,320  u lilYer  and  ailver 
certificates,  $020,380,006  greenbacks  and  uationai  bank  notes.  In  thert,  we 
hi  ve  more  and  better  money  to-day  than  ever,  aaid  we  will  never  eeaaeat  to 
it  debasement.  W'e  will  never  consent  to  silver  uionometailiaiQ,  whida  would 
diive  out  every  dollar  of  gold  and  reduce  the  silver  and  siirar  certiheates,  the 
giefinbacks  and  national  bank  notes,  to  less  than  one-haif  thoir  present  raliu. 

“We  have  provided  for  funding  $849,332,520  outstanding  3,  4 and  5 per 
ceat.  bonds,  payable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  government  after  thirty  years. 

T le  premium  }iaid  upon  Uie  outstanding  bonds  is  paid  from  the  aecumuiated 
cash  in  the  treasury.  When  the  converaion  k complete,  an  anena]  saving  in 
interest  will  be  effected  of  $15,98,7,862.67.  Tbare  already  have  been  ex- 
ci  anged  $329,000,000  of  bonds  into  tiie  new  3 per  cent,  bonds,  which  now 
cemmands  a premium  of  4 per*" cent  in  the  maikets.  This  is  a significant.^ 
achievement  in  financiering  and  is  dne  to  the  sonadness  of  our  monetary  r 
pt  Licy.  ^ I , 

“I'he  Kan.sas  City  convention  declared  in  favor  of  tlie  immediate  restora- 
til  in  of  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver  at  the  present  legal  ratio  erf 
1<  to  1 without  waiting  for  the  aid  or  consent  of  any  other  nation.  The 


opposing  candidate  is  the  incarnation  of  the  free  silver  issue,  and  no  platform 
d^iarat^on  was  really  necessary  in  view  of  his  candidacy. 

THE  DEMOCRATIC  PURPOSE. 

“ ‘The  Democratic  party  has  begun  a war  of  extermination  against  the 
gold  standard,’  said  he  in  1896.  ‘We  ask  no  q.uarter;  we  give  no  quarter;  wc 
shall  prosecute  our  warfare  until  there  is  not  an  American  citizen  that  darc>: 
to  advocate  a gold  standard  policy.  You  ask  why?  We  reply  that  the  goM 
I- 'vstandird  is  a conspiracy  against  the  human  raoe,  and  that  we  should  no  more 
join  it  than  we  would  an  army  marching  to  destroy  our  homes  and  to  destroy 
our  families.  We  believe  that  no  language  can  overstate  the  infinite  distress 
that  the  gold  standard  means  to  the  human  race.  J believe  we  shall  win 
now.  But  whether  we  win  now  or  not,  we  have  begun  a warfare  against  the 
gold  standard  which  shall  continue  until  the  gold  standard  is  driven  from  our 
shores  back  to  England.' 

“And  again  said  he:  ‘Now,  my  friends,  let  me  come  to  the  groat  para- 
mount issue.  If  they  ask  us  why  it  is  we  say  more  on  tlie  money  question 
than  we  »av  on  the  tariff  question,  I reply  that  if  protection  has  slain  it.s 
thousands  the  gold  standard  has  slain  its  tens  of  thousands.  If  they  a.sk  us 
why  we  do  not  embody  all  these  things  in  our  platform  which  we  liolievc,  we 
■^reply  to  them  that  when  wc  have  restored  the  money  of  the  Constitution  all 
other  necessary  reforms  wUl  be  possible,  and  that  until  that  is  done  there  is 
no  reform  that  can  be  accomplisned.’ 

“These  declaration!  of  the  convention  and  the  candidate  are  a menace 
to  the  credit  of  the  country  and  to  our  industrial  progress.,  The  free  coinage 
of  silver  and  gold,  as  proposed,  would  drive  from  circulation  every  dollar  of 
gold,  and  reduce  to  a silver  ba.sis  the  silver  and  pa{ver  currency  remaining, 
thus  producing  a radical  contraction  of  our  circulating  medium. 

“The  present  m.irket  ratio  of  silver  and  gold  is  about  34  to  1.  It  is  im- 
possible to  aecure  the  concurrent  circulation  of  both  ractals,  If  they  are  to  be 
coined  at  a ratio  which  so  disregards  the  ratio  in  the  markets.  It  is  an  old 
law,  recognised  by  financiers  for  unnumbered  years,  that  the  poorest  money 
invariably-drives  out  of  circulation  the  beet.  We  arc  able  to  keep  a limited 
quantity  of  silver  and  paper  in  circulation  at  a parity  with  gold,  if  we  declare 
our  purpose  and  have  the  abilitw  to  maintain  them  at  parity  with  gold,  by 
making  them  iaterchangeable  with  each  other,  or  by  some  provision  restrict- 
ing their  n»e. 

BRYAN'S  FAULTY  POLICY. 

'‘Mr.  Bryan’s  coinage  policy  is  opposed  to  the  policy  of  Iffiomas  Jefferson 
and  Alexander  Hamilton,  who,  in  1793,  provided  for  the  coinage  of  silver 
and  gold  at  their  market  ratio,  which-  was  15  to  1.  Tt  is  opposed  to  the  policy 
adopted  during  the  administration  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when  the  ratio  of  16 
to  1 first  appeared  in  our  coinage  laws.  Was  this  ratio  adopted  amidst  the 
hysterieaJ  eBthuriasm  of  a political  convention?  On  the  contrarv',  it  was 
adopted  after  painstaking  care,  after  the  ratio  of  silver  and  gold  had  been 
ascertaiaod  in  the  market.  ; 

“But  it  k said  the  free  coinage  of  silver  and  gold  will  result  in  hringing 
to  an  equivalency  at  the  mint.  Such  was  not  the  e.xperience  iindvr  the 
^ ^/efferson  a»d  Hamilton  law  of  1792,  nor  under  the  law  of  1834,  for  with  all 
the  care  that  was  exercised  ia  the  effort  to  make  the  minting  ratio  conform 
to  the  market  ratia,  the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  wa.«  not  accurately 
ascertaiaed.  Gold  wa*  anderralued  by  the  first  law  and  avoided  the  mints. 
Sdrar  vra*  amdervalued  by  the  second  law  and  likewise  avoided  the  mints. 

t 


\Vl  at  Tiwmaa  Jefferson  could  not  do,  and  what  Andrew  Jackson  could  not 
do,  and  what  is  not  done  trt'  any  person  on  earth  cun  not  he  done  by  the  free- 
sih  or  advocates  of  to-day. 

“The  demand  for  the  free  coinage  of  silver  lies  in  the  desire  of  the  pro- 
dn  :ers  of  silver  bullion  to  secure  a inarket  for  their  product.  It  is  purely  and 
sin  ply  a selfish  bu?itnesE  proposition.  This  is  shown  by  the  chairman  of  the 
PoDulistic  notification  committee  in  his  address  to  Mr.  Bryan  at  Topeka. 
Sa  d he:  'The  dutv^'of  the  government  is  to  encourage,  protect  and  develop 
thi  productive  industries  of  the  people.  Silver  mining  is  as  legitimate  and 
ho  iorable  an  industry  as  is  the  mining,  of  gold.  The  United  States  could  lead 
thi  world  in  the  production  of  silver  and  add  more  than  $130,000,000  to  tha 
an  lual  wealth  produced  by  the  people.’ 

“Twice  Congress  has  endeavored  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the 
an  lual  output  .of  the  silver  mines  in  the  United  States.  The  Bland-Allison 
ac-  of  1878  and  the  Sherman  act  oi  1890  were  designed  to  absorb  our  annual 
pr  (duct  of  siWer.  They  stimulated  the  silver  industn',  and  production  in- 
cri  ased,  while  the  price  of  silver  in  the  market  decreased,  until,  to  av,oid  the 
ut  er  wreck  and  destruction  of  our  currency,  the  purchasing  clause  of  the 
Sherman  act  was  repealed  in  September,  1893.  Its  repeal,  in  a measure, 
re:  tored  public  confidence.  President  Cleveland  is  entitled  to  the  everlasting 
cn  dit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  determined  and  courageous 
sti  nd  he  took  for  the  repeal  of  the  Sherman  act  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
th;  gold  standard.  For  this  service  he  won  the  unsparing  abuse  of  the  Pop- 
ul  Stic  e\ement  in  his  own  party,  but  he  won  the  favorable  judgment  of  his- 

the  OXLY  SOUND  ST  AND  ABD.  ^ 

‘The  gold  standard  has  been  adopted  by  the  United  States 'beeause,  by 
tbs  experience  of  the  great  nations  of  the  world,  it  is  found  to  be*the  sound- 
es the  best.  Its  overthrow  would  work  a revolution  in  our  commercial  and 
dcmestic  affairs  which  would  be  appalling  dn  its  consequences.  It  would  be 
m )re  destructive  than  war,  more  devastating  than  flood  or  pestilence. 

‘‘The  silver  standard,  which  is  not  recognized  by  any  first-class  nation, 
aid  has  been  repudiated  even  by  some  of  the  lovest  rank,  if  adopted  in  this 
ccuntry  would  result  in  closing'thc  factories  anil  workshops,  and  the  power 
of  the  great  armv  of  consumers  to  purchase  would  be  diminished  or  de- 
st  'oyed.  Our  silver  and  paper  are  absolutely  as  good  as  gold,  and  so  long  aS 
the  Bepublican  party  is  in  power  they  will  be  so  maintained.  We  shall  no 
m )re  consent  to  their  debiisement  than  we  would  consent  that  dishonor 
should  come  to  the  flag.  The  American  flag  stands  for  honor.  It  shall  stand 
fer  the  best  money  on  earth. 

“The  loss  resulting  from  the  free  coinage  of  eilver  would  fall  not  only 
u]  on  the  capitalists  and  workingmen  with  cruel  severity,  but  it  would  seri- 
oi  sly  injure  the  993,000  pensioners  of  the  republic.  We  shall  not  consent 
that" they  ehall  be  paid  in  depreciated  or  48-cen'.  dollars.  Onr  soldiers  and 
sailors  rendered  unselfish  service  in  the  1rn,tric  hours  of  the  republic,  and  the 
g(  vemment  should  never  consent  to  par  those  who  are  upon  the  pension  roll 

in  money  less  valuable  than  the  best.  • 

“Those  who  toil  should  not  be  defrauded  of  the  fruit  of  their  labor 
Tiere  is  no  device  which  so  surely  cheats  labor  as  a depreciated  currency,  am*- 
it  is  the  part  of  good  government  to  provide  for  a circulating  medium  which 
si  All  be  aji  good  in  the  hand.s  of  labor  as  in  the  hands  of  capital.  It  must 
d.  fraud  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  There  is  something  almost  cruel,  it 
wems  the  very  irony  of  fate,  for  the  owners  of  silver  bullion  to  attempt  to 


secure  the  support  of  those  who  toil  to  the  debasement  of  the  currency  which 

they  must  receive  for  their  own  labor. 

age.s  are  none  too  high.  The  overthrow  of  the  gold  standard  and  the 
f.stahlibhiiieiit  of  .silver  monometallism  would  mean  their  immediate  and  in- 
evitable reduction.  A reduction  in  the  value  of  money  in  which  wages  are 
paid  is,  in  effect,  a reduction  in  wages. 

“It  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  all  who  would  suffer  from  a depreciated 
(Ml iTrnev.  d'lie  catalogue  is  too  vast.  No  one  scarcely  would  escape  injury. 
"V  Kven  tlie  great  silver  l)ulIion  owners  would  have  but  temporary  advantage. 

“It  has  been  said  by  some  who  have  certainly  not  given  careful  and 
serious  thought  to  this  \ ital  subject,  that  if  ilr.  Bryan  should  be  elected  and 
carry  tlic  House  of  Representatives  the  gold  standard  would  be  secure  because 
of  tile  Kejuiblican  Senate.  Is  it  wise  to  take  chances?  Is  it  a part  of  con- 
servative })o]icy  to  hazard  our  jtrosperity  for  years  to  come  upon  such  an 
assumption?  Unfortunately  his  election  would  be  accompanied  by  enough 
seats  in  the  Senate  before  the  e.vpiration  of  his  term  to  place  it  absolutely  in 
his  power  to  accom))lish  the  great  purpose  of  the  campaign  of  1896,  and  the 
real  and  overmastering  purpose  of  the  pending  campaign — free  silver  coin- 
age, or  silver  monometallism.  But,  assuming  that  he  should  not  secure  im- 
rfiediatc  possession  of  the  Senate,  his  election  would  be  a menace  to  the  in-t 
Y tegrity  of  our  currenev  svstem.  The  apprehension  alone  would  cause  hesi- 
tancy; commercial  atrophy. 

LAWS  MUST  BE  EXECUTED. 

“We  should  not  forget  th&t  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  all  laws  depend 
upon  the  intelligence  and  good  faith  with  which  they  are  executed.  Laws  do 
not  execute  tliemsolvcs.  The  gold  standard  law,  which  is  adequate  under 
>ound  monev  ailministration,  would  be  in  serious  danger  with  Mr.  Bryan  as 
I’resident,  and  a Populist  as  secretary  of  the  treasury,  even  though  it  should 
lint  lie  absolutely  repealed  or  modified  by  act  of  Congress.  Our  able  secre- 
tary of  the  treasurv,  Mr.  Gage,  has  recently  pointeii  out  the  very  serious 
n'sults  which  would  follow  the  election  of  Mr.  Bryan,  if  he  should  adhere  to 
the  position  lie  assumed  in  1896.  He  then  declared,  as  you  will  remember, 
that  ‘if  there  is  any  one  that  believes  that  the  gold  .standard  is  a good  thing, 
or  that  it  must  lie  mainlained,  I want  him  not  to  cast  his  vote  for  me,  because 
1 promise  him  it  will  not  he  maintained  in  the  country  longer  than  I am  able 
to  get  rid  of  it.’  'Fliere  is  no  reason  tc  question  Mr.  Bryan's  integrity  of  pur- 
]>os'c,  or  to  doubt  that  ho  would  make  this  declaration  good.  A large  part  of 
tlie  public  dclit  is  )>avable  in  coin — either  gold  or  silver — at  the  option  of  the 
-rovernment.  d'he  daily  disbursements,  amounting  to  upward  of  $1,500,000, 
eould  be  jiaid  in  silver. ' To  ek'ct  to  pay  all  this  in  silver  would  be  disastrous. 
Aecording  to  Secretary  Gage: 

“ “i’he  announeernent  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  its  purpose  to  pay 
silver  in  settlement  of  all  interest  on  the  public  debt  not  specially  payable  in 
gold,  and  to  make  iris  dailv  disbursements  to  its  creditors  in  silver,  would 
stop  tin*  inliow  of  gold,  or,' at  least,  very  largely  diminish  jiayments  in  gold, 
and  coriMsspondinglv  increase  payments  into  the  treasury  of  silver  and  silver 
certificates.  It.  iherefore,  may  be  anticipated  that  with  a cood  deal  of  per- 
■ \erse  ingenuity  the  time  wouhl  come  at  no  distmit  day  when  all  the  revenues 
of  the  cTiverniiuMit  would  he  ]iaid  to  it  in  silver  dollars  or  silver  certificates 
and  all'the  disbun-einents  made  by  it  would  be  made  in  silver  dollars  or  silver 
eertifieates.  There  would  thus  be  established  a circuit  of  silver  out  of  the 
treasury  into  the  hands  of  the  peo]ile,  from  the  people  into  the  banks,  from 
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the  banks  into  the  custom  house  and  into  the  hands  of  the  collectors  of  In- 
ter: lal  revenue.’ 

“The  greenbacks  and  the  treasury  notes  of  3890,  amounting  to  $430.- 
OOC.OOO,  are  made  redeemable  in  gold.  We  have  provided  a gold  reserve  of 
$15  3,000,000  lor  the  purpose  of  redemption,  and  have  also  provided  for  the 
res' oration  of  the  reserve  to  the  above  limit  when  it  has  fallen  to  $100,000,- 
000  The  difficulty  of  restoring  the  reserve  in  the  event  of  the  impairment 
of  ihe  public  credit,  or  of  the  public  confidence,  is  thus  pointedly  stated  by 
the  secretary: 

A SERIOUS  DAXGER. 

“ T nder  the  adverse  influence  upon  general  business  affairs,  business 
woild  be  deju’essed,  industry  checked,  and  the  government’s  revenues  would 
be  ’ ery  much  diminished.  Instead  of  a surplus  we  would  probably  wdtness  a 
definency.  In  restoring  the  gold  reserve  the  law'  directs  the  secretary  of  the 
tressury,  if  necessary,  to  sell  bonds,  payable  in  gold,  redeemable  in  one  year, 
pay  ible  in  twenty  years,  at  a rate  of  inlerest  not  to  exceed  3 per  cent,  a year. 
With  the  inpiairment  of  the  public  credit,  and  with  the  loss  of  revenues,  as 
just  indicated,  il  is  very  doubtful  whether  bonds  within  the  limitation  of  in- 
tefest  permitted  in  the  law  could  be  sold.  If  they  could  not,  the  power  to 
red(  em  the  demand  obligations  of  the  government  either  in  gold  or  silver 
would  fail.’ 

“I  commend  this  real  and  serious  danger  to  those  who  are  concerned  in 
the  stability  of  our  commercial  interests  and  in  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
If  v e would  not  witness  a*  repetition  of  the  dejtlorable  results  when  we  were 
met  aced  by  a flood  of  silver  and  the  impairment  of  the  gold  standard,  we  will 
not  ■‘onsent  to  the  election  of  a President  w'ho  is  at  war  with  the  very  founda- 
tion principle  of  our  existing  law,  and  who  may  defeat  its  purpose  through 
the  ippoiutment  of  a secretary  of  the  treasury  opposed  to  it. 

“Those  who  think  that  the  gold  standard  is  absolutely  secure,  and  that 
our  monetary  system  is  in  no  peril,  because  the  sound  money  Senate  can  not 
be  changed  immediately,  are  in  danger  of  a rude  a^vakening. 

“It  has  been  suggested  that  the  law'  might  be  modified  at  the  ooming  ses- 
sion of  ('ongress  so  as  to  reinove  from  the  secretary  all  discretionary  power. 
In  saort,  throw  about  it  additional  safeguards,  so  that  a hostile  administra- 
tion could  not  pervert  its  purpose.  Without  stopp  ng  to  point  out  the  diffl- 


w'ould  not  increase:  that  monev  would  become  dearer  in  the  hands  of  llie  few. 
Have  these  predictions  been  realized?  We  have  continued  the  gold  stand- 
ard, and  stubborn  facts  w’hich  we  see  about  us  on  every  hand  refute  them  one 
and  all.  What  think  you  would  be  the  condition  to-day,  if  we  had  blindly  fol- 
lowed his  counsel? 

“Hut  it  is  said  that  imperialism  is  the  paramount  issue.  Is  it  meant  that 
ihe^gold-standard  law'  now  on  the  statute  books  shall  not  be  repealed?  Is  it 
meant  that  a law  will  not  be  enacted,  if  a Bryan  administration  is  given  the 
])owcr,  which  will  inevitably  result  in  silver  monometallism?  Let  us  under- 
stand the  situation.  Let  ns  not  proceed  blindly.  Opposition  success,  under 
the  banner  of  anti-imperialism,  means  the  overthrow  and  death  of  the  gold- 
standard  law'  and  the  triumph  of  silver  monometallism. 

LATE  WAR  WITH  SPAIN. 

It  Was  a War  of  Necessity  Waged  in  Humanity's  Interest. 

“The  record  of  the  administration  in  the  war  with  Spain  and  w'ith  re- 
spect to  the  problems  growing  out  of  it,  challenges  our  admiration,  tta 
couiTse  has  been  dictated  by  the  loftiest  motives,  and  a brilliant  chapter  has 
been  added  to  America’s  history. 

“When  the  present  administration  came  into  power  there  was  no  thougt 
of  w'ar.  It  was  confronted  only  by  pressing  and  important  problems  of  peace, 
the  restoration  of  prosperity  among  the  people,  and  to  these  it  promptly  and 
seriously  addressed  itself. 

“The  war  in  Cuba,  w-hich  had  existed  so  long,  became  more  and  more  in- 
tolerable, and  it  w'as  early  apparent  that  an  international  problem  of  great 
gravity  was  at  our  very  door.  A resolution  recognizing  the  belligerency  of 
the  Cuban  insurgents  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  soon  after  the  inaugura- 
tion of  President  McKinley,  and  after  protracted  debate  passed,  but  it  failed 
to  pass  the  Republican  House.  It  was  opposed  by  the  President,  who  re- 
garded such  a measure  as  tending  seriously  to  involve  the  United  States  in 
perplexing  complications,  and  because  such  recognition  would  have  no  bene- 
ficial effect  to  the  struggling  Cubans,  and  would  abate  none  of  the  horrors  and 
brutalities  which  shocked  tbe  moral  sense  of  the  world. 

“The  President  desired  permanent  peace  established  in  Cuba,  and  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Cubans  secured.  To  this  end  he  tendered  the  good  offices 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Spanish  Cabinet.  While  thus  invoking  the  peace- 
ful instrumentality  of  diplomacy,  the  oposit-ion  was  unsparing  in  its  criticism 
of  the  executive.  Cuba  lay  so  close  to  our  shores  th.at  turbulence  and  revolu- 
tion within  her  borders  w'ere  instantly  and  sensiblv  felt  bv  us.  Twice  we  had 
been  brought  to  the  very  verge  of  war  by  her  conduct.  The  Black  Warrior 
incident  and  the  Virginias  affair  had  in  their  time  profoundly  disturbed  the 
country,  and  war  was  on  each  occasion  averted  by  the  exertion  of  great  tact 
and  a spirit  of  forbearance  on'the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

NOT  READY  FOR  WAR. 

“For  years  our  coast  cities  were  ravaged  bv  disease  which  had  its  perma- 
nent abode  in  the  pestilential  cities  of  Cuba.  Our  national  honor,  our 
national  peace  and  the  health  of  our  people  demanded  that  Spanish  misrule 
should  cease  in  the  island  and  it  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  an  enlightened, 
independent  government. 

“In  the  midst  of  the  President’s  efforts  to  bring  peat;e  and  independence 
to  Cuba,  there  came  the  overwhelming,  unspeakable  tragedy  in  the  harbor 


Ha  7ana.  The  demand  for  immediate  vengeance  swept  across  the  land  and 
tht  people  were  stirred  as  never  before  except  by  the. shot  at  Fort  Sumter. 

“The  country  will  not  forget  the  dark  hours  which  preceded  the  declara- 
tio  i of  war.  They  will  never  forget  the  strong,  calm,  conservative,  straight- 
forivard  course  of  the  President,  unmoved  by  the  clamor,  the  criticism,  the 
un!:indness  of  the  unreflective.  His  resistance  of  the  urgent  cry  of  the  op- 
position for  war  was  in  nowise  due  to  any  lack  of  confidence  in  the  result  of 
tht  issue  or  to  any  want  of  faith  in  the  power  of  the  government. 

“We  were  unprepared  for  war.  We  had  so  long  pursued  the  ways  of 
pel  ce  that  we  were  unfit  for  even  one  engagement.  The  inadequacy  of  our 
fleit  was  everywhere  recognized.  Our  coasts  wore  unprotected.  No  one 
kn<  w but  what  the  opening  engagement  with  Spain  would  be  the  signal  for  a 
gei  eral  engagement  among  European  powers.  But  the  opposition  took  no 
the  ught  of  this.  The  country  will  not  forget  amidst  the  smoke  and  fustian 
of  i political  campaign  with  what  superb  courage  the  President  held  war  in 
chick  when  it  became  inevitable.  Preparations  were  pushed  with  the  utmost 
ei]  edition.  Amidst  it  all  was  to  be  heard  the  opposition  clamor  for  war 
without  delay.  Those  who  criticised  most  then  criticise  most  now.  Those 
wh ) Were  most  eager  for  war  were  quickest  to  run  from  our  duty  and  re- 
epcnsibility  when  it  closed. 

“The  response  of  our  countrymen  to  the  call  to  arms  is  the  pride  of  all, 
Th;  brave  young  men  of  the  country  came  from  every  vocation  with  a sjion- 
tareity  that  showed  that  the  American  people  believed  in  the  righteou.sness 
of  )ur  cause  and  were  determined  to  sustain  the  patriotic  course  of  the  Presi- 

dei  t. 

“The  dramatic  and  decisive  hour  had  come.  The  flag  of  Spain  must  bo 
withdrawn  and  the  flag  of  a republic  be  raised  in  its  place. 

“The  world  knows  with  what  swiftness  the  President  made  war  when  in 
dui  course  it  had  been  declared  by  Congress.  The  matchless  victory  of  our 
nai  y in  the  Philippines  and  the  resplendent  triumj  h of  our  army  and  navy  in 
On  )a,  have  become  an  enduring  part  of  our  heroic  history, 

THE  TREATY  OF  PEACE. 

“Spgm  sued  for  peace,  and  the  terms  of  settlement  were  embodied  in  the 
tr®  ity  of  Paris,  terms  which  were  honorable  and  liberal,  deliberately  nego- 
tiaiea  by  able  and  distinguished  American  and  Spanish  commissioners.  When 
the  treaty  was  laid  before  the  Senate  for  ratification  the  opposition  raised  the 
cry  of  imperialis  n and  urged  the  want  of  constitutional  power.  The  Pepub- 
lici  n party  was  without  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote  in  the  Senate.  When 
the  treaty  was  in  most  peril,  Mr.  Bryan  advised  his  friends  to  support  its 
rat  fication,  and  upon  his  advice  the  requisite  two-thirds  was  barely  secured 
am  the  treaty  was  ratified.  It  was  insisted  that  to  acquire  it  without  the  con- 
sen  t of  the  different  tribes  in  the  Philippines  was  violative  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  The  considerations  presented  in  opposition  had  been  re- 
peetedly  urged  in  the  previous  history  of  the  country.  They  were  but  a 
repetition  of  what  was  said  when  Thomas  Jefferson  purchased  Louisiana 
fron  Napoleon  in  1803  for  $16,000,000.  He  did  not  regard  necessary  the  as- 
sen  t of  tne  inhabitants  of  the  territory.  He  took  title  from  the  acknowledged 
titilar  sovereign,  France,  and  no  one  would  dart;  to-day  to  declare  that 
Th  )mas  Jefferson  deliberately  violated  one  of  the  great  doctrines  of  popular 
goi  emment,  to  which  he  had  given  such  forceful  utterance.  Those  who  op- 
poi  ed  the  Paris  treaty  were  but  feeble  imitators. 

“With  the  ratification  and  exchange  of  the  treaty  new  territory  passed  to 
Ml  eorntrol,  uad  we  stood  face  to  face  with  great  new  problems,  problems 
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which  we  had  not  sought,  but  which  in  the  evolution  of  b'  rs  were 

thrown  upon  us  and  which  a brave  and  self-respecting  nati  et  with 

fortitude.  The  teiTitory  acquired  was  acquired  lawfuIH  ar  . violence 

to  any  rights.  It  came,  not  as  the  result  of  any  imj>erialis  se,  with  no 

intention  to  subvert  the  republic  and  establish  upon  its  . u.s  an  empire. 
Whoever  so  affirms  has  read  to  no  purpose  the  splendid  history  of ‘his  country 
and  misinterprets  the  genius  of  its  institutions. 

“I  shall  not  stop  to  discuss  the  question  of  power  nor  the  question  of 
consent.  The  time  for  that  is  past.  With  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  these 
questions  were  closed.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  have  acquired  the  islands  in 
the  same  manner,  so  far  as  authority  find  consent  are  concerned,  as  we  have 
heretofore  acquired  vast  areas  with  their  populations  during  the  past  cen- 
tury, The  authority  imder  the  Constitution  is  ample  and  has  been  sanctioned 
by  the  unbroken  practice  of  nearly  a hundred  years. 

“We  have  .before  us  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  in  1803,  Florida  in  1819, 
the  annexation  of  Texas  in  1836,  the  treaty  with  Mexico  in  1848,  the  Gadsden 
purchase,  the  purchase  of  Alaska  in  1867,  and  the  annexation  of  Hawaii  in 
1898. 

“We  are  to  deal,  therefore,  with  the  question  of  policy  rather  than  with 
the  question  of  powbr,  with  practical  questions  rather  than  with  those  of 
purely  academic  interest. 

“It  is  .seriously  insisted  by  the  opposition,  as  heretofore  observed,  that 
the  course  of  the  administration  is  imperialistic.  It  is  incredible  that  such  a 
pretense  should  long  detain  the  serious  attention  of  thinking  people. 

“No  one  will  deny  that  the  war  with  Spain  was  inevitable;  that  it  was 
entirely  justifiable,  and  that  it  was  entered  upon  without  partisan  division. 
It  was  a war  of  necessity,  waged  in  the  highest  sense  in  the  interests  of  hu- 
manitv’.  There  was  at  its  inception  no  charge  of  imperialism,  no  hint  that  it 
was  waged  for  empire. 

BASELESS  AND  FOOLISH. 

Not  a Particle  of  Groaod  for  the  Charge  of  Imperialism. 

“Let  us  briefly  see  how  utterly  baseless  and  foolish  is  the  claim  of  im- 
perialism. 

‘^y  the  treaty  of  Paris,  Spain  relinquished  her  title  and  sovereignty  to 
Cuba.  The  island  is  in  possession  of  the  United  States,  which  is  engaged  in 
establishing  for  it  a republican  form  of  government.  When  this  exalted  task 
is  accomplished  the  people  will  have  their  independence,  and  the  pledge  we 
made  by  the  declaration  of  war  will  have  been  faithfully  kept.  Tfiiere  can  be 
no  suggestion  of  imperialism  here.  The  very  contrary  is  true,  for  at  this  mo- 
ment we  are  building  upon  the  ruins  of  imperialism  the  fabric  of  independ- 
ent republican  government. 

“We  acquired  title  to  Porto  Rico  by  the  terms  of  flie  treaty  of  Paris. 
The  people  of  the  island  welcomed  our  corning,  and  have  cordially  co-operated 
with  ns  in  our  effort  to  establish  a liberal  measure  of  government.  Within 
two  years  from  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  the  Porto  Ricans  have  been  given 
a better  government  and  have  been  permitted  to  share  in  it  more  fully  than 
ever  in  their  history.  No  other  territory  acquired  by  the  United  States  has 
been  given  so  large  a measure  of  self-government  so  quickly  after  acquisition. 
We  have  given  them  a more  liberal  government  than  is  enjoyed  by  the  people 
of  Alaska  to-day,  or  than  was  enjoyed  by  the  people  embraced  in  the  Louisi- 
ana purchase  for  many  years  after  the  cession  of  the  territory  by  Napoleon. 

“A  Governor  is  appointed  by  the  President,  subject  to  tne  advice  and 
ol  tlw  ScMte,  u is  doM  with  reqieet  to  otker  Territories.  A Legis- 


laiur  ’ is  provided  ior.  The  upper  house,  called  lixecutive  Council,  is  com- 
posec  oi‘  eleven  members,  five  of  whom  shall  be  I’orto  Ricans.  They  are  also 
appo  uted  by  the  President,  subject  to  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  S(‘uate. 
Ihe  ower  house,  known  as  the  Mouse  of  Delegates,  is  composed  of  thirty- 
live  members,  elected  by  tlm  people.  A complete  judiciary  system  is  provided. 
A CO  amission  is  created  to  report  any  additional  legislation  neeassarv.  One 
will  jearch  in  vain  to  find  anything  in  our  relations  to  Porto  Rico  since  the 
hour  our  soldiers  set  foot  upon  its  soil  ivhich  is  suggestive  of  imperialism,  or 
of  anything  except  an  inflexible  purpose  to  give  to  the  people  of  the  island 
the  a nplest  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a republican  government. 

LOOKING  TO  TMK  PMfLlPJ'I  VES. , 

We  must  now  look  to  the  Philippines  to  find  some  evidence  of  a purpose 
to  su  ivcrt  the  republic.  Spain  was  in  ]>ossession  of  the  archijiclago  for  cen- 
turic:  before  the  battle  of  iManiln.  insurrections  hail  occurred  from  lime 
to  til  le,  but  sooner  or  later  she  asserted  her  authoritv.  The  last  insurrection 
prior  to  the  Paris  treaty  resulted  in  a settlement  wiih  the  insurgent  leaders, 
V hen  by  Spain  promised  certain  reforms  and  agreed  to  ]iay  $800. OUO — 
$400,  hJO  of  which  was  paid  in  cash  and  the  residue  was  urijtaid  at  the  dale 
erf  our  victory  over  the  Spanish  fleet.  Aguinaldo  and  his  coadjutor.,  h-ad  left 
the  bland  and  had  no  thought  of  independence.  'I'liey  had  alwiiuioned  the 
conteit  for  concessions  and  were  in  possession  of  the  large  tribute  levied  upon 
tlie  Spanish  crown.  It  is  jierfectly  manifest  that  there  was  no  suggestion  of 
Idiili opine  independence  when  Dewey  entered  .Manila  harbor,  and  that  Spain 
e or  1\  sovereignty  recognized  by  all  nations  as  rightly  in  possession  of 
the  a -chipelago  and  authorized  to  speak  for  the  inhabitauts.'^ 

•Several  weeks  after  the  destruction  of  the  S]mnish  fleet  Aguinaldo  was 
liromht  from  Hong-Kong  to  Manila,  where  he  at  first  assumed  a friendly, 
but  arterward  hostile,  attitude  to  the  American  forces.  While  professing  to 
ho  sy  npathetic  with  our  purpose,  he  was  attempting  to  effect  a coalition  with 
the  Soaniards  apiust  the  United  States.  The  Filipmos  took  no  part  in  the 
(•apture  of  Manila,  but  in  the  language  of  the  Philippine  coiiiinission,  ibev 
came  following  in  with  a view  of  looting  the  city  and  were  only  prevented 
^ o so  hy  our  forces  preventing  them  from  entering.  ' Aguinaldo 

claim’d  that  he  had  the  right  to  occupy  the  city.  Ite  demanded  of  Genera] 
Merritt  a section  of  the  palace  of  Malacanan  foi  liimself  and  the  ee.ssion  of 
all  tfe  ehiiTches  of  ilanila,  I’aeo  and  Ermita,  and  also  tliat  a part  of  the 
inone  .■  which  was  taken  from  the  Spaniards  as  spoils  of  war  should  he  gi-von 
up,  ai  d,  alxive  all,  that  he  should  be  given  the* arms  of  the  Spanish  prisoners.’ 

NO  PHILIPPINE  REPUBLIC. 

Agidnaldo  Herely  Assumed  a Dictatorship  Ovi  r the  Islands. 

'AVe  have  heard  much  of  a Philippine  republic  The  truth  is  that  no 
such  republic,  according  to  our  understanding  of  the  term,  has  ever  been 
establteheil,  or  is  in  existence  to-day.  It  is  true  that  after  we  overthrew  the 
Spaniih  authority,  Aguinaldo  undertook  to  estahlisli  a government  whieh  he 
was  p leased  to  style  a republic.  It  was,  however,  an  Asruinaldoan  dictator- 
ship. It  was  in  no  sense  created  by  the  people.  Even  all  semhlanoo-  of  the 
gover  iment  wliich  he  attempted  to  establish  after  the  Spanish  overthrow 
has  ei  tirely  vanished,  and  his  forces  are  broken  into  hands  who  are  endeavor- 
ing t(  elude  captur-e,  hoping  for  the  success  of  the  ojipo.silion  ticket  in  the 
preaei  it  election. 

“The  course  of  the  administration  with  rcspei  t to  the  Philippines  is 
known  to  the  world.  It  has  been  dictated  by  the  most  exalted  motives,  by  a 
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sense  of  simple  duty.  From  the  memorable  victory  of  Dowey,  no  act  has 
been  done  inconsistent  with  our  obligjRions  or  in  contravention  of  our  na- 
tional honor.  When  we  overthrew  the  Spanish  authority,  when  we  broke 
down  the  only  government  in  the  Fhilippines,  it  became  oiy  duty  to  stay,  not 
to  run  away.  It  became  our  duty  to  protect  life  and  property  and  to  estab- 
lish a .stable  government.  If  we  had  left  the  peopde  without  government,  if 
we  had  left  them  to  disorder  and  blood.-^hed.  we  should  have  been  guilty  of  a 
(Time  in  the  eyc.s  of  the  world  and  would  have  justly  forfeited  onr  national 
self-respect.  No  great  nation,  with  the  power  to  fight  battles,  seeking  the 
world's  conridcnco  and  the  world's  markeU,  could  have  surrendered  to  an- 
other power  the  duty  of  maintaining  peace  in  tiie  archipelago,  and  of  estab- 
lishing therein  humane,  just  and  orderly  goveriimenl. 

"We  did  not  enter  the  Philippines  with  the  spirit  of  a ronoueror  or  od  a 
nation  lient  upon  mere  conquest  hut  instinct  with  the  spirit  of  mercy,  upon 
a mission  of  iiuinanity;  not  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  an  empire,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  overthrowing  an  empire. 

DKWFY'S  alleged  IMIOMISE. 

‘FMuch  has  been  .said  of  the  promise  of  Dewey  and  others  to  grant  the 
Filipinos  independence,  and  the  effect  is  industriously  cunningly  made  to 
establish  a case  of  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the  government.  Those  who  are 
thus  engaged  in  an  cil'ort  to  stain  the  honor  of  their  own  country  are  entitled 
to  all  of  the  pleasure  which  they  may  derive  by  such  a course.  They  mtII  be 
unable  to  make  the  world  believe  there  has  been  any  breach  of  goixl  faith, 
for  the  great  Admiral  and  otlu-rs  who  were  alleged  to  have  promised  inde- 
pendence most  positively  and  empliaiically  deny  that  they  undertook  to  com- 
mit their  government  to  a jiledge  of  independence  or  to  any  other  definitely 
fixed  policy.  They  hail  no  power  to  do  so,  nor  did  they  assume  to  h.ave,  or  to 
( xercise  any  such  power.  The  .American  people  will  believe  them  rather  than 
those  who  are  in  open  arms  against  our  national  authority,  or  in  open  sym- 
pathy with  the  insurgent  forces.  We  will  not  be  quicker  to  tnkc  the  word  of 
ilte  Tagalog  ehiertain  than  we  are  the  statement  of  one  of  the  grealesj^ 
admirals  in  our  history.  I have  no  sympathy  with  those  who  are  so  ready 
to  disbelieve' the  word  of  their  own  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  to  accept  as  true 
I lie  statement  of  those  who  are  in  arms  resisting  the  authority  of  our  couti- 
Irv.  Our  self-styled,  anti-imperialistic  friends  mu.st  have  something  better 
u])on  whieh  to  found  recognition  of  Philippine  independence  than  the  con- 
tradicted statements  of  .Aguinaldo,  who  has  been  engaged  for  months  in 
shooting  -American  soldiers. 

"Aguimildo  \>dl  find  tliat  he  has  Spain  no  longer  to  deal  with;  that  the 
UnitedNSiates  has  no  tribute,  and  that  he  must  unconditionally  respect  the 
sovereignty  of  our  flag. 

"The  President  lias  from  thu  beginning  given  the  Philippine  people  the 
amplest  assurance  id  otir  generous  purpo.se.  and  has  sought  to  win  them  to 
liie  ways  of  peace,  prosperity  and  self-government.  Me  has  been  desirous  of 
substituting  civil  for  military  authority  and  has  invited  thu  people  to  tlie 
very  largest  possible  lairtieipation  in  their  local  administration. 

“At  an  early  dale  he  sent  a commission  of  eminent,  ea{T;ihle  citizv-ns  to 
undertake  to  bring  the  Fili]unos  into  co-operation  with  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States  in  the  establishment  of  peace  and  the  jiromotion  of  civil  gov- 
ernment among  them.  The  commission  had  the  undoultted  confidence  of  the 
American  })cople.  What  hotter  men  for  the  task  than  Professor  Sehurman. 
of  Gornell  University;  Professor  Worcester,  of  Alichigan  University;  Gen- 
eral Denhv,  ex-minister  to  China;  Admiral  Dewev  and  General  Otis. 
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AGUINALDO’SIATTITTIDB. 

“Aguinaldo,  greatly  encouraged  by  the  apparent  division  of  sentiment  in 
thf  L'nited  Slates,  and  the  .anti-imperialistic  opposition  to  the  humane  policy 
am  efforts  of  tlie  President,  continued  to’  resist  tlie  authority  of  the  United 
btatns,  the  only  rigiitful  sovereignly  in  the  archipelago.  .Votwithstanding 
his  rebellious  course,  the  work  of  instituting  numieipal  government  and  pro- 
vid.ng  for  the  welfare  of  the  fieojde  ui  the  different  island.s  has  proceeded 
wit  1 considerable  success,  so  that  nuire  Filipinos  are  participating  in  their 
ow;i  civic  administration  than  at  any  time  in  their  pjevious  history. 

“We  did  not  obtain  the  Fhili[»pines  because  of  their  commerce  or  because 
of  heir  proximity  to  the  Orienral  countries  with  which  the  administration 
has  been  success! ally  establishing  a great  and  exjianding  commerce,  but  we 
acquired  them  because  a national  dut\'  commanded.  And  when  duty  orders, 
no  nation  desiring  its  own  and  the  world's  ■app'*oval,  dare  disobt^v.  Our 
course  in  the  Pliilip]nnes  imperialistic  I Whoevci  so  affirms  mi.'^judges  the 
his  ory  of  his  time.  Xo  one  can  look  upon  the  efforts  of  the  President  to 
iipl  old  onr  authority  and’ intergrity  in  the  archipelago  and  do  otherwise  than 
pra  se.  He  stands  for  the  American  people,  llis  success  is  their  glorv,  his 
failure  their  shame.  He  is  not  acting  as  a partisan,  but  as  a President,  lie 
is  ajting  for  the  entire  peojile,  not  with  imperialistic  intent,  but  for  the  pur- 
post  of  asserting  the  national  authority,  a duty  which  the  ratification  of  the 
tre;  ty  of  peace  imposed  upon  him.  l\fr.  P>ryan  knew  that  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  meant  the  enforcement  of  the  national  authority  iti  the  Philip- 
pin  !S  by  the  President,  and  that  the-failnre  to  enforce  it  would  have  been  a 
bre  idi  of  executive  duty.  He  knew  that  when  t.he  treaty  was  ratified  our 
flag  went  up  in  every  part  of  the  territory  acquired,  and  that  American  arms 
mu;  t protect  it  as  earnestly  as  though  it  were  assailed  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 


FUTURE  OF  PHILIPPINES. 

It  Rests  WitMn  the  Sapreme  Control  of  the  American  People. 

“What  of  the  future  of  the  Philippines?  The  future  rests  within  the 
Bup  -erne  control  of  the  American  people.  It  rests  within  the  sound  discre- 
tioi  of  Congress.  Until  Congress  shall  otherwise  decree,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  must  go  forward  in  tltp  wjnrk  of  j acification,  in  the  work  of 
establishing  civil  government.  In  his  last  annual  message  he  said: 

“ 'Until  Congress  shall  have  made  known  the  formal  expression  of  its 
will  I shall  use  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  Constitution  and  the  stat- 
ute! to  uphold  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  those  distant  islands, 
as  ii  all  other  places  jyhere  our  Hag  rightfully  floats.  I shall  put  at  the  dis- 
posi.l  of  the  army  and  navy  nil  the  means  which  the  liberality  of  Congress 
and  the  people  have  provided  to  cause  this  luiprovokcd  and  w'asteful  insur- 
rection to  cease.  If  any  orders  of  mine  were  required  to  insure  the  merciful 
con  luct  of  military  and  naval  operations,  they  would  not  be  lacking;  but 
eveiy  step  of  the  progress  of  our  troops  has  been  marked  by  a humanity 
whi  -h  has  surprised  even  the  misguided  insiirgeats.  The  truest  kindness  to 
ihei  .i  will  be  a sv'ift  and  effective  defeat  of  their  present  leader.  The  hour  of 
vict  )ry  will  be  the  hour  of  clemency  and  reconstruc  tion.’ 

“The  President  has  recorded  tlie  national  purjiose  as  to  the  future,  a 
pur  lose  broad,  republican,  humane.  Let  those  who  talk  of  imjierialism  pon- 
der it  well.  Ij:  is  instinct  with  humanity  and  patriotism.  ‘Xo  effort,’  saicl  he, 
‘wil  be  spared  to  build  up  the  waste  ]>laces,  desoiated  l)y  war  and  by  long 
yeais  of  misgovernmeitt.  We  shall  not  wait  for  the  end  of  the  strife  to  begin 
the  beneficent  work.  We  shall  continue,  as  we  have  begun,  to  open  the 
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schools  and  the  churches,  to  set  the  courts  in  operation,  to  foster  indiwtry 
and  trade  and  agriculture,  and  in  every  way  in  our  power  to  make  theoc  peo- 
ple whhm  Providence  has  brought  within  our  jurisdiction  feel  that  it  is  their 
liberty  and  not  our  power,  their  welfare  and  not  our  gain,  we  are  seeking  to 
enhance.  Our  flag  has  never  waved  over  any  community  but  in  blessing.  1 
believe  the  Filijunos  will  soon  recognize  the  fact  that  it  has  not  lost  ite  gift 
of  benediction  in  its  world-wide  journey  to  their  shores.’ 

“This  is  consistent  with  the  exalted  purpose  with  which  we  entered  upon 
the  war  with  Spain.  It  is  consistent  with  our  institution.s;  it  is  the  spirit 
of  liberty,  not  of  bonda.ge.  It  is  not  the  language  of  imperialism,  but  it  is 
the  utterance  of  republicanism.  It  means  that  under  our  guidance  these 
people  are  to  be  lifted  to  a higher  level  of  civilization  and  to  the  enjoyment 
of  free  government,  which  to  them  has  been  hitherto  unknown.  The  opposi- 
tion will  find  little  in  this  policy,  so  admirably  expressed  by  the  President, 
upon  which  to  found  their  claim  of  imperialism  with  which  to  frighten  the 
American  }»eople  into  a forgetfulness  of  the  important  economic  and  domes- 
tic I>rol)]ems  which  are  ])laeed  in  peril  at  home.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
])olicy  inimical'to  the  Kepuhlic  or  in  contravention  of  its  splendid  traditions. 

“The  Pepublican  platform  makes  solemn  pledge  to  the  Filipinos  that 
‘the  largest  measure 'of  self-government  consistent  with  their  welfare  and  our 
dutie.s  shall  hevsecured  to  them  by  law.’ 

‘‘ff’his  pledge  is  not  imperialism.  It  is  the  very  foundation  principle 
u])on  which  we  have  held  every  th'rritory,  from  the  Louisiana  purchase  to  this 
I'.our.  We  shall  give  them  ‘the  largest  measure  of  self-government  consistent 
with  their  welfare.'  Who  could  demand  more?  Who  could  concede  less? 
Should  we  give  them  more  self-government  than  is  consistent  t^ith  their  best 
interests?  More  tharr  they  are  capable  of  enjoying?  We  must  always  bear 
ill  mind  the  numerous  tribes  and  their  general  incapacity  to  sustain  a gov- 
ernment. Fun  her,  the  measure  of  government  to  be  given  must  be  consist- 
ent not  only  with  their  welfare,  hut  with  ‘our  duties,’  This  presupposes,  and 
v('rv  properly,  that  we  have  some  duties.  We  have  duties  imposed  by  the 
.-jiocific  terms  of  the  treaty  which  w'e  can  not  escape.  Spanish  shiyis  and 
merchandise  are  to  he  admitted  to  the  ports  of  the  Philippine  Islands  upon 
equal  terms  with  the  ships  and  merchandise  of  the  United  States  for  a fixed 
term.  The  inhabitants  of  tluwislands  are  to  be  securcri  in  the  free  exercise 
of  their  religion.  Oth.er  engagements  were  also  made.  Shall  we  disregard 
them?  Can  we  ignore  them  in  giving  government  to  the  Filipinos?  What- 
ever the  duties  of  the  United  States  may  l>e,  they  must  not  he  abandoned. 
'I'hey  must  he  frankly  recognized.  And  our  future  course  and  relations  to 
the  Filipinos  must  always  he  measured  by  a sensitive  regard,  not  only  for 
tkeir  welfare,  but  for  the  obligations  of  the  United  States. 

BP  VAN  AND  THE  TREATY.  ’ 

“If  the  pos.sessinn  of  the  Philippines  is  imperialistic,  Mr.  Bryan’s  in- 
sistence upon  the  ratlfiealion  of  the  treaty  was  unwise  and  indefensible. 
Wliat  think  you  of  a statesman  who  would  advocate  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty  which  is  inimical  to  the  republic  and  which  lays  strong  and  firm  the 
foundation  of  an  empire?  If  Mr.  Bryan  is  right  now,  liis  potential  support 
I'f  the  ralificatioti  of  the  treaty  was  a stupendous  blunder.  If,  however,  he 
was  right  then,  his  present  attitude  with  reference  to  the  result  of  the  ratifi- 
i-alion  is  utterlv  inexcusable. 

“The  question  arises,  why  did  Mr.  Bryan  support  the  ratifu-at  ion  of  the 
treaty?  It  was  ratified  by  only  one  majority.  'With  his  opposition  it  would 
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ha/0  been  easily  defeated.  Was  tliere  any  dani;^r  to  the  repubBc  in 
ra  ifii'Htion?  If  so,  was  it  not  his  duty  to  have  opposed  it  to  the  utni06t>? 

hen  the  war  was  over,'  said  he,  in  his  Indianapolis  speech,  ^and  the  Repub- 
lic in  leaders  began  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  a colonial  policy,  opposition 
at  once  manifested  itself.  When  the  President  finally  laid  before  the  Senate 
a "reaty  which  recognized  the  independence  of  f'uba,  but  provided  for  the 
cetsion  of  the  Philippine  Islands  to  the  United  States,  the  menace  of  impe- 
rialism becanio  so  apparent  that  many  preferred  to  reject  the  treaty  and  risk 
thi'  ills  that  might  follow.' 

*'*'l)id  not  ilr.  Bryan  see  the  lurking  dangers  of  imperialism  which  were 
so  manifest  to  others.''  Did  he  sympathize  with  their  preference  to  reject 
th(  treaty.^  Let  him  answer  for  himself.  '1  Wiis  among  those  who  believed,’ 
sai  1 he,  'it  better  to  ratity  the  treaty  and  end  tiie  war,  release  the  volunteers, 
renove  the  excuse  for  war  expenditures  and  then  give  to  the  Filipinos  tlie 
incependence  which  might  be  forced  from  S}>ain  In'a  new'  treaty.’  Was  tlie 
presence  of  a few  volunteers  and  the  necessity  for  w'jir  expenditures  a more 
serious  menace  to  the  repu})lic  than  the  daMger  of  imperialism? 

^^It  is  apparent  from  wdiat  he  further  says  tluil  his  supreme  desire  was 
to  create  a new  issue.  The  defeat  of  the  treaty  would  have  been  the  defeat 
of  alleged  imperialism.  But  it  must  not  be  defeated,  for  an  issue  must  be 
made.  The  exigency  of  a political  campaign  was  near  at  hand. 

T believe,’  said  he,  That  we  are  now  in  a better  position  to  wage  a suc- 
cessful contest  against  imperialism  than  we  Mould  have  been  liad  the  treaty 
befn  rejected.  With  the  treaty  ratilied  a cleancut  issue  is  presented  betweeri 

a f^ovorniiienl  by  force,  and  impcrialisni  nrusl 
betr  the  responsibility  for  all  that  happens  uiiTil  tl  e question  is  sellled.’ 

A PERTINENT  INQUIRY. 

"Who  are  the  imperialists?  we  may  inquire.  'iPhose  who  ratified  the 
treity,  or  those  who  opposed  its  ratificati(m  ? Aymin  we  ask  Mr.  Hrvan  why 
he  did  not  crush  imperialism  at  the  very  start?  Why  dief  he  not  wkhholil 
the  torch  from  the  building  rather  than  atteinjjt  to  sujq)re.ss  the  flames  afler 
they  were  under  dangerous  headway?  We  Inive  tliis  answ.'r:  ‘If  the  treaty 
hac  been  rejected,  said  he,  The  opponejits  of  iniperialisin  would  have  been 
res  tonsible  for  any  international  comidications  which  inigliL  have  ariseir 
befire  the  ratification  of  another  ti-  aty.’ 

**What  international  complications  cviild  have  arisen  ? ddvere  were  none 
imminent.  The  international  sky  was  elnndless.  There  might  have  been 
suet  complications  before  we  fought  at  l\Ianila.  Santiago  and  El  (’unev,  but 
the  hour  of  international  dang<>r  had  passeil.  'riic  pretense  that  the  ratifica- 
tioj . of  the  treaty  was  justified  because  the  opjatsi.ion  might  have  been  held 
responsible  for  foreign  complications  resulLiug  from  de-lay  is  mere  trifling 
wit  i the  American  peo{)!c.  A further  excuse  is  given,  a-nd  what  think  you 
of  inch  an  utterance?  ‘If  the  treaty,’  said  he,  ‘had  been  rtqected,  consider- 
abb'  time  would  necessarily  have  elapsed  before  a itw  treaty  could  have  been 
agr;ed  upon  and  ratified,  and  during  that  time  the  question"  would  have  been 
agi  ating  the  public  mind.’ 

‘‘Is  this  sufficient  warrant  for  the  ratification  of  a treaty  which  it  is 
alle^d  started  the  country  upon  a career  of  impi-rialisin?  Was  it  the  part 
of  statesmanship  and  {latriotism  to  ratify  a treaty  and  imjieril  the  existences 
of  the  republic,  lest  the  public  mind  should  he  agitated  l>y  didav  in  the  neiro- 
tiat.on  of  a new  treaty?  This  is  certainly  a stranire  eoneeption  of  patriotJe 
dut  f.  llaen  was  the  opportunity  for  Air.  Bryan  to  make  a stand,  lie,  in  fact, 
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as  the  acknowledged  leader  of  his  party,  held  the  absolute  veto  power.  The 
Republicans  were  in  the  minority — a word  from  liitn  and  the  treaty  was  dead 
beyond  resurrection.  The  incipient  iiup<.*rialistic  policy,  so  calked,  was 
criisln.'d. 

"Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  imperialism  with  which  he  now  attempts 
to  frighten  the  pt.-oplc  is  of  his  own  creation,  and  if  it  is  fraught  with  the  dan- 
gers he  prophesies  he  can  not  avoid  his  full  share  of  responsibility  before  the 
American  })efiple.  The  pretense,  however,  that  the  treaty  lays  the  ground- 
t\ork  of  imperialism  is  a hollow  mockery. 

CASE  OF  HYPOCRISY. 

“Air.  Bryan  said  if  the  Bacon  resolution,  which  was  introduced  nearly  a 
montli  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  (and  which  promised  ijadependenee 
to  tlie  Filipinos)  liad  been  adopted  by  the  Senate  and  carried  out  at  the  time 
the  t-realy  was  ratified  nr  thereafter,  ‘it  would  have  taken  tlm  question  of 
imjierialism  out  of  polities.’  But  the  resolution  was  clefeated. 

"It  should  he  remembered  that  only  a majority  of  the  Senate  was  re- 
quired to  pass  the  resolution,  and  the  Oeinocrats  were  in  the  minority;  there- 
iore  without  the  jiower  to  }ia.'s  the  resolution  and  take  ‘the  question  out  of 
politics.'  But  it  reipiired  only  one-lhird  of  the  Senate  to  defeat  the  treaty. 
Fpon  this  [irofiosition  the  Republicans  were  in  the  minority  and  the  Demo- 
crats in  the  majority,  with  absolute  power  to  deffiat  the  treaty  and  in  that 
wav  remove  the  question  of  imperialism  from  politics.  Senator  Hoar,  who 
strenuously  ojjposed  the  treaty,  thus  speaks  of  Mr.  Bryan’s  efforts: 

Hie  put  forth  all  his  jiowers  as  a great  party  leader  * * * to  secure 
tlie  ratificiition  of  the  treaty.  Not  content  with  writing  letters,  he  came  to 
\Va,shington  in  person  to  overcome  the  reluctance  of  his  followers.  Seven- 
teen of  them  voted  for  the  treaty,  of  whom  only  four  or  five  at -most  had  been 
previously  known  to  he  in  its  favor.’ 

‘'In  view  of  all  this,  the  utter  hypocrisy  of  the  imperialistic  cry  must  be 
manifest  to  every  American  citizen.  1 do  not  indulge  in  extravagant  lan- 
guage w-hen  I say  that  the  is.suc  of  imperialism  is  an  unadulterated  sham  and 
fraud. 

“Let  ns  consider  for  a moment  what  policy  Air.  Bryan  proposes  with  re- 
spect to  the  future  of  the  Philip])inos.  Let  us  see  whether  it  is  wise,  whether 
it  will  relieve  us  from  our  burdens  or  increase  them,  whether,  in  fact,  it  is  not 
imperialistic.  He  recognizes,  as  all  do,  onr  inability  to  immediately  quit  the 
islands  and  surrender  the  })oople  to  havoc  arid  misrule  and  to  the  rapacity  of 
other  nations,  who  very  probably  would  soon  be  at  war  over  their  future  dis- 
position. 

“In  his  response  to  the  notification  address  he  summarized  his  policy  as 
follows : 

“‘If  elected.’  says  he,  ‘I  shall  convene  Congress  in  extraordinary  session 
as  soon  as  1 am  inaugiiratc'd  and  recommend  an  immediate  declaration  of  the 
nation's  purpose,  first,  to  establish  a stable  form  of  government  in  the  Philip- 
pine Islands.  Just  as  we  are  now  establishing  a stable  form  of  goverument  in 
the  Island  of  Cuba.  Second,  to  give  independence  to  the  Cubans.  Third,  to 
protect  the  Filipinos  from  outside  interference  while  they  work  out  their 
destiny,  just  as  we  have  protected  the  republics  of  Central  and  South  Amer- 
ica, and  are,  by  Uic  Alonroe  doctrine,  ]>ledged  to  protect  Cuba.’ 

A G 1 IE. E 0 N 0 N E PO I N T. 

“It  thus  appears  that  we  arc  agreed  as  to  the  neces.sity  of  the  erection  of 
a stable  government.  That  is  what  the  administration  is  now  engaged  in.  A 
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con  mission,  of  which  Judge  William  H.  Taft,  of  Ohio,  im  able,  conservative 
ofli  -er,  eminent  as  a judge,  is  now  ai  Manila  attempting  to  establish  local  self- 
gov  mrment. 

“But  Mr.  Bryan  proposes  as  soon  as  a government  is  established  to  give 
indjpendence  to  the  Filipinos.  Not  absolute,  unconditional  independence, 
hovever,  but  independence  under  a protectorate  of  the  United  States. 

“The  Bcpublican  policy  leaves  us  free  to  adj  ist  our  relations  with  the 
Fihpmos  in  the  future  as  our  future  experience  may  suggest  to  be  ivise  and 
bes ..  The  Republican  policy  implies  that  the  people  of  tlie  United  States  in 
the  future  wiU  be  as  wise  and  patriotic  and  as  capable  of  dealing  honorably, 
liln  rally  and  justly  with  the  Filipinos  as  they  are  now. 

“If  the  Philippines  have  become  an  integral  jiart  of  the  United  States; 
if  \ pon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  they  passed  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  as  he  claims,  by  what  luthority  can  we  alienate 
then?  And  can  we  give  them  independence,  as  Mr.  Bryan  proposes?  Can 
w’e  give  Indiana  independence,  or  Nebraska  indepriidcnce?  They  are  an  in- 
teg  Til  part  of  the  United  States,  they  are  territory  embraced  within  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Constitution  does  not  by  strict  let*t«?r  or  necessary  implication 
ves:  in  the  Congress  power  to  cede  any  domain  of  the  United  States. 

“Tfnder  the  Republican  contention  that  the  Philippines  belong  to  the 
Un  ted  States  in  the  sense  that  Louisiana  belonged,  kiorida  belonged,  or 
Ali  ska  belonged,  it  is  clearly  within  the  competency  of  Congress  to  cede  the 
Ph  lippines  to  a Philippine  government,  or  to  any  governmental  authority, 
should  the  United  States  see  fit  to  do  so.  We  contend  that  we  hold  the  Phil- 
ipp mes  and  that  they  belong  to  the  United  States.  The  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful 
rul  iS  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging 
to  he  United  States.’  But  if  the  Democratic  contention  that  the  Constitu- 
tio;  1 extends  in  its  full  force  to  the  Philippines  be  true,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  idienate  the  archipelago  if  it  has  become  included  within  the  constitutional 
hoc  y politic  of  the  united  States.  It  would  be  as  truly  impossible  for  Con- 
gre  5S  to  cede  it  as  it  would  be  to  alienate  the  State  of  Nebraska.  Mr.  Brv'an’s 
present  proposal,  therefore,  to  establish  an  independent  government  and  con- 
vey the  islands  to  that  government,  is  without  constitutional  authority. 

“As  to  what  time  will  be  required  to  establish  a stable  government,  Mr. 
Br  an  expresses  no  opinion.  Of  course,  no  one  can  tell  how  many  years  will 
be  occupied  in  the  erection  of  an  adequate  goverament,  lo  which  the  large 
number  of  tribes,  differing  in  language,  in  degree  of  civilization,  in  capacity 
for  government,  and  frequently'  hostile  to  each  other,  would  yield  allegiance. 
Th ; work  could  not  be  done  in  a day.  The  processes  of  evolution  in  govern- 
meit  are  necessarily  tedious.  Those  who  are  ignorant  of  its  first  principles, 
these  who  have  been  governed  for  centuries  by  others,  are  incapable  of  sud- 
der  ly  assuming  the  duties  and  n^ponsibilities  of  government, 

GRAVE  QUESTIONS. 

“What  should  be  our  attitude  toward  the  Fi  ipinos  during  this  process 
of  ‘Volution?  The  opposition  propose  that  we  should  alienate  our  title;  that 
we  should  deliberately  surrender  our  ownership  to  people  confessedly  incap- 
abb  of  self-government,  and  establish  a protectorate.  No  more  unwise  and 
ins  me  step  is  conceivable. 

“If  we  have  no  right  to  govern  the  Filipinos,  by  what  right  shall  we 
est  iblish  a protectorate?  Who  has  invited  ns  to  establish  a protectorate? 
A >rotectorate  uxtdejr  the  areumstances  is  offensive  to  the  right  of  absolute 


independence.  It  is  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  absolute  self-government. 
It  is  a restraint  upon  the  freedom  of  the  State. 

“For  how  long  a period  should  the  protectorate  be  established?  Accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Bryan,  it  is  to  be  perpetual.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
L lilted  States  would  be  obligated  to  stand  ready  vidth  a navy  and  army  nece.s- 
sary  to  protect  the  Filipinos  forever  in  their  occupancy  of  the  islands.  If 
they  are  to  be  given  the  absolute  possession  of  the  islands,  to  administer  tliem 
according  to  their  own  inadequate  conceptions  of  government,  there  is  a 
moral  certainty  that  they  would  become  involved  in  trouble  with  their  neigh- 
bors and  we  would  be  constantly  menaced.  Qur  peace  would  be  disturbed. 
But  if  we  assert  our  authority  and  gradually  educate  them  to  a fuU  measure 
of  participation  in  government,  we  will  avoid  the  vexatious  complications 
which  would  naturally  and  inevitably  arise  if  a protectorate  were  established, 
as  proposed  hy  Mr.  Bryan. 

“it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a protectorate  finds  no  warrant  in  the 
strict  letter  of  tlie  Constitution.  You  will  search  in  vain  for  a clause  which 
gives  the  United  States  the  direct  or  implied  power  to  forever  maintain  a pro- 
tectorate in  the  Philippine  Islands.  Nor  wall  you  find  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  any  sanction  of  a protectorate  established  by  a strong  power 
over  a weaker  one.  A protectorate  is  a positive  limitation  upon  the  Leedom 
of  a subordinate  people  in  their  international  relations  which  must  offend 
the  latter  self -constituted  guardians  of  that  immortal  instrument. 

“It  seems  to  us  that  the  course  we  followed  with  respect  to  territory  ac- 
quired hitherto  is  a safe  guide  for  the  future.  We  will  go  forward,  discharg- 
ing our  obligations  to  the  people  who  have  come  to  us.  We  shall  gradually 
educate  them  in  the  duties  of  citizenship,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of 
self-government,  each  step  of  the  future  being  taken  in  the  tight  of  a fuller 
knowledge  and  with  an  exalted  sense  of  our  duty  imposed  by  the  tieatv  of 
peace  and  by  the  manifest  purpose  and  spirit  of  our  republican  institutions. 

“We  must  discharge  our  obligations  without  regret,  in  a manful  way,  in 
an  American  way,  conscious  of  tne  fact  that  we  have  the  power,  the  man- 
hood, the  patriotism  and  the  Christian  spirit  necessary  to  do  it.  Responsi- 
bilities once  assumed  must  be  honorably  discharged,  not  dishonorably  aban- 
doned. 

CONSENT  OP  THE  FILIPINOS. 

“But  it  is  said  we  are  governing  the  Philippiaae  inhabitants  without  the 
consent  of  the  inhabitants.  Upon  what  facta  does  this  assertion  rest?  It  is 
true  that  we  are  not  governing  them  with  the  eoaisent  of  the  rebel  Aguinaldo 
and  those  associated  with  him,  but  he  is  not  authorized  to  speak  for  the  great 
majority  of  the  inhaliitants.  Ue  represents  but  comparatively  a small  minor- 
ity of  the  people.  Many  of  the  tribes  are  as  hostile  to  him  as  he  is  to  the  flag 
of  the  United  States.  From  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  there  has  come 
no  word  of  dissent.  Shall  we  consult  the  minority  or  the  vast  majority  in  the 
Philippines?  Shall  we  capitulate  to  a minority  and  leave  millions  in  the 
islands  to  the  imperialistic  rule  of  Aguinaldo?  We  are  to-day  in  possession 
of  the  Philippine  Islands  with  the  consent  of  a large  ma^rity  of  the  people; 
, at  least  we  have  no -word  of  dissent  from  them. 

“Aguinaldo,  for  whom  the  opposition  express  so  much  sympathy,  and 
who  has  been  compared  to  Washington,  Bolivar  and  other  patriots,  planned 
a slaughter  of  American  soldiers  and  foreign  residenta,  which  would  have 
appalled  Christianity  if  it  had  been  succesrfnl.  Fortunately,  the  intended 
massacre  was  frustrated  by  the  vigilance  of  oar  sedetien.  Singularly  enough, 
the  date  of  the  massacre  was  fixed  for  the  aaummmrj  af  Waabinffcon’s  hixik. 
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iKj  proclamation  of  Agiiinaldo'.s  socrctarv  of  the  interior  was  carefully  pre- 
pai ed  to  the  minutest  detail.  'Fhe  piwlamatioa  jirovided  that: 

" ‘Filipino  families  only  will  be  respect  ed.  They  should  not  be  molested, 
but  all  other  individuals,  of  whatever  race  they  may  be,  will  be  exterminated 
without  any  compassion  after  the  extermination  of  the  army  of  occupation.’ 
“'J  he  attack  wa.-s  to  be  made  at  night,  and  those  engaged  in  it  were  to  be 
armed  with  bolos.  revolvers,  gnns  and  ammunition.  Th.e  bloody  enterprise 
wa:  deliberately  conceived.  ‘We  must  avenge  ourselves  upon  the  Amoricans 
anc  exterminate  them;’  ‘liave  no  compassion  upon  them ‘-attack  them  with 


vig  )r. 


‘“Aguinaldo  nearly  a month  prior  to  the  proposed  attack,  writing  from 
Ma  olos,  privately  advised  a friend  in  Manila  as  follows: 

“ ‘I  beg  you  to  leave  Manila  with  your  family  and  come  here  to  Malolos, 
but  not  because  I wish  to  frighten  you.  I merely  wdsh.to  warn  you  for  your 
sat  sfaction,  although  it  is  not  yet  the  day  or  the  w ^ck.’ 

“This  advice,  he  it  remembered,  was  prior  to  the  ratification  of  the 
trci  ty.  ’ihe  man  who  planned  this  fiendish  enterprise  is  tc-dav  watching  the 
pro^^ress  of  the  pending  campaign  and  hoping  for  an  opposition  triumph. 
It  i 5 to  the  iiKWcy  of  such  a man  we  arc  asked  to  surrender  the  foreigners  in 
the  Philippines — Germans,  Pritish,  French  and  other  nationalities.  In 
sho't,  we  are  asked  to  surrender  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  archipelago, 
M’hi-  are  in  onr  keeping  by  a solemn  international  engagement,  to  the  atro- 
cious leader  of  a small  minority  of  the  inhabitant^  of  the  islands.  What  an- 
swer will  the  American  people  make? 


LAWTON’S  SAD  FATE. 

Killing  ot  the  Brave  Indiauian  was  Indirectly  Dae  to  “Antia.” 

“The  opposition  to  the  administration,  in  its  effort  to  uphold  our  right- 
ful sovereignty  in  the  Philippines,  has  maele  more  ditficult  the  task.  Abun- 
dan;  evidence  comes  to  us  to  the  effect  that  divided  sentiment  in  the  United 
Sta  es  has  cost  many  lives  of  American  soldiers.  The  sad,  prophetic  words 
of  the  intrepid  Lawton  should  be  a warning  to  those  whose  opposition  to  our 
owi  army  may  give  encouragement  to  the  enemy:  ‘If  I am  shot,’  said  Gen- 
eral Lawton,  Ty  a Filipino  bullet,  it  might  as  well  come  from  one  of  my  own 
mei,  because  I know  from  captured  prisoners  that  continuance  of  fighting  is 
chh  fly  due  to  reports  that  are  sent  out  from  America.’  The  past  is  beyond 
recdl.  Let  ns  hope  that  in  the  future  the  brave  boys  a|  the  front  may  be 
sup  >orted  by  a united  sentiment,  and  that  their  arduous  duties  may  not  be 
mac  e more  difficult  and  dangerous  by  divided  counsels  at  home. 


TO  EXTEND  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Congress  Must  First  Take  Action  Regarding  New  Territory. 


“The  Republican  party  has  from  the  beginning  of  its  existence  adhered 
to  tie  doctrine  that  the  Constitution  does  not  e.xtend  into  new  territories  by 
its  cwn  force.  That  it  does  not  extend  to  new  territory  unaided  is  established 
by  J bundant  judicial  authority  and  uniform  practice.  iVIr.  Webster,  in  his 
debi  te  with  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  JS19,  speaking  of  the  Florida  case^said: 

“‘What  is  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States?  Is  not  its  very  first 
principles  that  all  within  its  influence  and  comprehension  shall  be  represented 
in  t le  legislature  which  it  establishes,  with  m.H  only  a right  of  debate  &nd  a 
right  to  vot^  in  both  houses  of  Congress,  but  a right  to  partake  in  the  choice 
of  ] Resident  and  Vice-President.  * * * The  President  of  the  U»ited 


Stales  shall  govern  this  Territory  as  he  sees  fit  till  Congress  makes  further  I 

I 


18 


progress.  • ♦ • We  have  had  a Territory  governed  as  the  United  States 
is  goveraed.  * * * 1 do  not  say  that  while  we  sit  here  to  make  laws  for 

these  lerritories,  we  are  not  bound  by  every  oue  of  those  great  principles 
which  are  intended  as  general  securities  for  public  liberty.  But  thev  do  not 
exist  in  Territories  till  iutrudueed  by  the  authority  of  Congress.  '*  * * 

. is  uniionn  m iis  course.  It  began  witli  the  acquisition  of  Louisi- 
ana. It  wont  oa  after  Florida  became  , a part  of  the  Union.  In  all  cases, 
under  all  circunistances,  by  every  proceeding  of  Congress  on  the  subject,  and 
by  all  judicature  on  the  subject,  it  has  been  held  tliat  Territories  belonging 
to  the  United  Slate.s  are  to  be  iroverned  bv  a Constitution  of  their  own. 
* and  in  approving  that  Constitution  the  legislation  of  Congress  was 

not  necessarily  ct^nfined  lo  Chose  principles  that  bind  it  when  it  is  exercised 
in  passing  laws  for  the  Tnited  States  itself.' 

“It  is  nmh*c(‘S.-arv  to  supplement  what  Mr.  Webster  so  clearly  and 
comprehensivf.dy  said  u])on  the  subject.  It  expresses  sufficiently  the  attitude 
of  the  Kopiiblican  parlv. 

“it  is  suggested  that  the  Constitution  is  withheld  from  newly  organized 
territory  lor  .-oiue  sinister  piirjxose,  for  some  autocratic  purpose.  The  truth 
is.  tiiat  the  exlcmsioii  ol  the  Constitution  is  opposed  bee*iiuse  its  extension  to 
the  people  ol  the  new  po^^sc^sion.s  would  I’esuit  in  their  embarrassment  and  in 
our  administration  of  their  aiVairs.  The  Constitution  carries  with  it  the  right 
of  trial  by  jury.  Tlmse  who  have  investigated  the  subjec't  are  of  opinion  that 
the  jury  system  can  not  now  lie  exlt-Uided  without  serious  embarrassment  in 
the  administration  of  justice.  Fui'lliermore,  the  extension  of  the  Constitu- 
tion carries  with  it  iinil’ormily  of  taxation.  A revenue  system  suited  to  our 
needs  would  he  illy  adujited  to  the  people  of  the  new  Territories,  and  would 
result  in  embarrassment  and  hardship  to  them. 

^T'ongress  may  be  relicfl  upon  in  the  future,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past, 
to  providi*  for  the  new  possessions  such  legislaLion  only  as  local  conditions 
require,  and  such  as  is  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions. 

t 

AS  TO  PORTO  RICO. 

There  Has  Been  No  Discrimiuaiion.  and  the  People  Are  Satisfied. 

“The  Kan.-;;is  City  pint  form  coruloiim?  the  Porto  Riciin  net.  This  meas- 
nre,  which  for  a time  gnvc'  ri.se  to  a difrenoicc  of  opinion  among  many  well- 
meaning  citizen.-^,  in  coii.stit  utixmal  and  ju.-;t.  fi'lie  fenture  of  the  measure  to 
which  mo>t  e.xc(‘ption  ha>  i)oen  lakim  i.-;  iliat  which  provides  for  the  retention 
of  duties  upon  commcri-c  lictvcen  I’orto  Pico  and  the  United  States.  It  has 
been  charged  that  thc.-ic  dutie>  are  in  contravention  of  the  Constitution,  as 
discriminatimr  Hijainst  the  PoiTo  Pieans. 

“When  we  expidled  \\u‘  Spanish  armies  ami  took  [)o>sc.ssion  of  the  island, 
Avo  found  S00,0nt)  }>cople  in  a de)ii<>rahhvcoinlition.  ('ommer^-e  Avas  paralvzed. 
Tliere  Avas  miieh  pu)verty  and  mueh  need  of  jniblic  improvuunents.  There  were 
rich  nierrhants,  bankers.  tohat‘eo  groAvers.  sugar  ami  ('oiVee  producers:  vet  the 
great  ma.ss  of  the  ]je(j[>le  were  in  indigeiu  eirriini^tances.  The  hungry  Avere 
fed,  suffering  was  relieved,  tlu'  judieial  adminirilration  \vii6  improved,  jails 
wore  emptied  of  hundred.s  of  prisoners  unjustly  held,  and  the  people  w'ere  in- 
vited to  share  in  as  full  imuisure  as  possible  in  municipal  and  insular  admin- 
istration. S(*hoo!s  were  staru*d.  liighwav'^  were  inijiroved  and  the  work  of 
upfifting  the  p(H>])Ie  wa^  l)egnn  and  1ms  been  jnis)u‘d  to  the  pr<Asent  hour. 
There  was  7io  .'^ciem j!ii;  svsiem  of  la.vation  iii  the  island.  It  was  dca'^mod  AA*ise 
by  Congress  thai  iln-  yw^ople  of  I’orto  Kieo  shoulil  bear  part  (d  (lie  expense  of 
the  administration  of  then-  own  government,  rather  than  that  the  entire  bur- 


den  should  rest  upon  the  United  States.  Fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  duties  im- 
po6«  d by  the  Dingley  law  were  retained  upon  all  commerce  between  the  island 
and  ports  of  the  United  States,  the  entire  revenue  being  held  for  the  benefit 
of  tie  Porto  Ricans.  It  was  provided  that  these  duties  should  not  be  contin- 
ued after  danuarv  1,  1902,  and  should  be  abolished  at  an  earlier  dale  if  the 
new  government  established  shall  have  providinl  the  reipiisite  machinery  for 
rais  ng  its  own  revenue.  By  direction  of  the  President,  the  Spanish  export 
dut  es  were  abolished  and  food  products  and  agricultural  implements  were 
adn  itted  without  duty. 

“The  President,  in  his  annual  message,  recommended  free  trade  with  the 
isla  id.  The  Congress,  upon  further  inquiry  into  the  alfair.s  of  the  island,  and 
npoa  information  not  in  the  possession  of  the  JTcsident  at  the  date  of  the 
sub  nission  of  his  message,  deemed  it  wise  that  a part  of  the  requisite  revenue 
sho  dd  be  raised  by  the  small  duty  indicated  u}»on  the  commerce  between  the 


isla  id  and  the  Unitod  States.  The  measure  had  the  entire  approval  of  the 
J’reddent.  The  opposition  suggested  that  it  was  dictated  by  the  trusts. 


opposition  suggested  that  it  was  dictated  by  the  trusts,  hut 
it  Ma,s  soon  discovered  that  the  tnusts  were  absolutely  opposed  to  it,  for  they 
obj<'Cted  to  any  duties  whatever  upon  sugar  and  tobacco,  which  were  the  two 
eon  modities  chiefly  affected.  They  and  others  were,  during  the  jiendency  of 
the  bill,  and  are  now,  suing  the  officers  of  the  I'nited  States  in  New  York 
to  lecover  nearly  two  million  dollars,  which  it  is  al'eged  were  improperly  col- 
lected in  the  way  of  duties,  holding  that  the  Constitution  e.xtended  to  Porto 
Rio  and  that  their  collection  was  therefore  unconstitutional,  d’his  meas- 
ure to  which  exception  is  Uiken  ]>y  the  opposition,  was  enacted  entirely  in  the 
int(  rest  of  the  Porto  Ricuns  and  is  just  in  its  operation.  The  people  of  the 
isla  id  are  satisfied  with  it. 
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THE  TRUST  QUESTION. 

RepvbUeais  Are  Opposed  to  Stifling  of  Fain  Competition. 

‘The  Republican  party  recognizes  the  honest  co-operation  of  capital  to 
me<  t new  business  conditions  and  to  promote  the  extension  of  our  foreign 
trade.  It  is  inexorably  opposed,  however,  to  all  combinations  or  so-called 
trui  ts  intended  to  stifle  fair  competition,  to  create  monopolies  or  to  control 
prw  es. 

“It  has  been  said  that  the  tariff  fosters  ‘trusts.’  Rut  we  find  that  they 
exii  t in  free  trade  as  well  as  in  protected  countries  They-  are  found  in  Ung- 
lan  1,  where  they  have  existed  for  many  vear.s.  Furthermore,  trusts  exist  in 
this  country  in  articles  and  commodities  which  are  upon  the  free  list  as  in 
those  which  are  protected.  The  most  conspicuous  is  the  Standard  Oil  trust. 
Another  notable  instance  is  the  ice  trust  in  New  York.  Neither  of  these 
tru  its  has  been  fostered  by  the  tariff.  The  latter  is  essentially  a creation  of 
the  Democratic  politicians  of  the  Empire  State,  who  are  Mr.  Bryan’s  most 
ent  uisiastic  and  potential  supporters. 

“The  Republican  party  is  credited  wdth  the  only  national  legislation 
which  has  been  effective  in  the  regulation  or  restriction  of  combinations  in 
any  degree.  It  enacted  the  interstate-eommerce  law  and  the  Sher^nan  anti- 
tru  it  law — two  measures  which  have  been  wholesome  in  their  effect.  Tire 
con  plex  relations  of  federal  and  State  authority  have  made  it  more  or  less 
difi  cult  to  deal  wdth  the  subject,  '"^fany  of  the  trusts  are  local  wdthin  the 
respective  States  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress.  A bill  passed  the 
Ho  ise  of  Representatives  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  looking  to  an  amend- 
me  it  to  the  Constitution  investing  the  Congress  with  full  power  over  the  en- 
tirt  subject  within  the  States,  but  it  was  stubbornly  opposed  by  the  Demo- 
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erratic  members,,only  five  voting  for  it.  ’Thq  bill  did  not  reach  the  .Senate  in 
time  for  consideration  prior  lo  adjournment. 

“An  anti-trust  bill  was  passed  by  the  Ilonse  of  Representatives,  after 
protracted  debate,  at  the  hast  session  of  Congress,  but  too  late  to  enable  its 
consideration  by  the  Senate  prior  to  adjournment.  ’Tliis  measure,  it  is  fair 
to  say,  had  the  support  of  both  Democrats  and  Republicans  in  the  House  and 
did  not  become  a party  measure. 

“Ifiie  hast  Congress  provided  for  an  industrial  commis,=iion  to  investigate 
-•v  > among  other  things,  the  entire  trust  question.  The  commission,  is  composed 
of  able  men.  Senators,  members  of  Congress,  rejiresentatives  of  labor  and 
others.  It  has  been  making  exhaustive  inquiry  into  the  subject.  We  have 
c-xpected  from  it  much  liglit  bearing  upon  the  vexed  question  in  order  to 
guide  Congress  and  the  various  State  Legislatures  in,  their  future  legislation. 
No  one  fails  to  observe  the  dRliculty  of  framing  intelligent  legislation  which 
would  cure  the  ills  we  observe  and  which  w'ill'not  hurt  honest  and  legitimate 
enterprise. 

“When  in  power,  the  Democratic  party  accomplished  absolutely  nothmg 
which  was  effective  upon  the  subject.  ifr.Miryan,  as  a member  of  Congress, 
did  nothing  in  restraint  of  the  trusts,  although  the  subject  was  then  engaging 
public  attention. 

^ “The  Republican  p.arty  proposes  to  deal  with  the  subject  in  an  honest, 

iutclligcnt  and  effective  way,  so  that  legitimate  enterprise  shall  Ue  free  from 
destructive  combinations  of  whatever  character  and  the  public  be  protected 
against  unjust  exactitms. 

THE  TROUBLE  IN  CHINA. 

Course  of  Ibe  Administration  Has  Been  Earted  by  Wisdom. 

“The  Chinese  situation,  grave  and'  critical,  suggests  io  the  thoughtful 
the  fortunate  circumstances  that  we  have  at  the  head  of  our-national  affairs, 
a well-poised  and  resourceful  executive;  one  who  is  not  only  well  known 
at  home,  but  who  is  equally  well  known  among  tlic  foreign  nations.  From 
the  beginning  of  the  pending  trouble  until  now,  no  mistake  has  been 
made.  We  have  not  been  plunged  headlong  into  untenable  positions, 
or  involved  in  embarrassing  complications.  Each  step  has  been 
taken  deliberately  and  wisely.  If  war  with  China  is  happily  averted, 
there,  nevcrihcless,  will  be  profound  and  seriou.s  problems  for  solution. 
Hvery  government  whose  interests  have  been  imperilc<l  and  whose  soldiers 
have  been  sent  to  China  for  their  protection,  will  have  just  claims  against  the 
venerable  empire. 

“What  will  be  the  terms  of  settlement?  How  shall  Indemnity  be  paid; 
what  shall  be  our  futun*  relations-to  the  empire;  to  its  mighty  commerce, 
which  has  been  secured  to  us  more  generously  than  ever  before  by  the  diplom- 
acy of  Secretary  Hay?  These  are  all  important<questions.  affecting  most  seri- 
ously our  future  prestige  and  trade  in  the  Orient.  Shall  we  commit  their 
.solution  to  incx]iericnci.vl  hands?  Our  relations  with  China  have  hitherto 
been  friendly.  Our  commerce  with  that  erreat  country  has  been  increasing 
and  be  have  had  good  ground  for  believing  that  it  would  greatly  expand  in 
» the  future. 

“The  adminisO'ation  has  been  firm  and  aggressive  in  its  purpose  to  pro- 
tect imperiltM  .\mericans  and  to  hold  the  Chinese  empire  to  strict  account  for 
its  violation  of  our  treaty  rights.  Our  government  has  commanded  the  ap- 
proval of  all  people,  the  world  aho\it,  by  its  vigorous  cour.se  and  urgent  insist- 
ence upon  our  fights.  Our  soldiers  in  that  far-off  field  have  won  the  grati- 
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their  country.  Uvery  American  has  been  touched  with  the  heroism 
little  army  which  marched  under  the  stars  and  stripes  in  i^mpany 
e soldiers  of  other  great  powers,  pressing  forward  in  a strai^  field, 
ace  of  vastly  superior  numbers,  to  rescue  impi'riied  Americans  from 
lan  certain  death. 

COLORED  VOTERS. 

Dsmoorats  Are  Steadily  Working  For  Their  Disfranchisement. 

he  Democratic  party  appeals  for  the  .support  of  the  colored  people, 
s something  in  this  which  verges  upon  the  audacious.  A partv  which 
)bornly  opposed  the  negro  in  his  slow  and  tedious  advance  from  serf- 
liberty,  and  which  has  in  four  States  reduced  him  to  a state  of  vasaal- 
■obbing  him  of  one  of  the  dearest  rights  of  an  American  freeman,  the 
franchise,  shoidd  bo  the  last  to  e.xpcct  from  him  support  or  svrnpathv. 
mocratic  crusade  against  the  political  equality  of  the  negro  is  one  of 
lificant  and  serious  movements  of  the  day,  and  presents  a <|uestion 
5 of  great  gravity.  Can  millions  of  colored  people  in  the  United 
•c  deliberately  deprived  of  the  ballot  and  made  subjects  without  im- 
the  security  of  our  institutions.''  d'hoso  who  have  accomplished  dis- 
ement  in  the  Sonlh,  have  grown  holder  and  holder,  until  they  boast 
o-day  which  they  would  not  have  dared  openly  avow  tiiirtv  years  ago. 
ill  t>e  the  end  if  the  Democratic  party  continues  in  its  hostile  attitude 
the  negroes?  What  will  be  the  ultimate  result  of  the  disfranchise- 
complished?  These  are  quesfioms  which  only  the  future  can  answer, 
le  McKinley  administration  has  recognized  colored  men  in  the  public 
it  home  and  abroad.  One  of  the  best  consuls  in  the  service  of  the 
States  is  a colored  citizen  of  .Indianapolis.  He  is  a credit  to  his  race 
is  Sta.te. 
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“When  the  Spanish  war  began,  at  the  suggestion  of  Governor  Mount,  I 
asked  tl  e W'ar  Department  to  grant  him  permission  fo  cnli.it  colored  troops 
■with  colored  officers.  The  request  was  respectfully  declined  by  that  depart- 
ment. The  ITesident,  however,  very  promptly  said:  ‘The  colored  troops  of 
Indiajia  shall  have  colored  ofiicers  if  they  like.  I sliall  give  the  colored  peoj)le 
an  oppertunity  to  serve  their  country  in  official  position  as  well  as  in  the 
rajiks.’  Orders  were  accordingly  issued,  and  colored  officers  were  selected, 
rend«rii  g efficient  service  to  their  country.  What  a stri  king  contrast .'  While 
Democri.ts  have  been  disfranchising  colored  people  in  the  South,  the  Presi- 
dent ha^  been  giving  them  places  of  honor  and  distinction  in  civil  adminis- 
tration i Jid  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

“W  th  the  negroes  in  Mississippi.  I.onisifina,  North  Carolina  and  South 
Oarolini  disfranchised,  it  ill  becomes  onr  Democratic  friends  to  talk  of  im- 
perialisi  1 in  the  Philippines.  Those  who  have  accompli.died  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  the  colored  electors  in  the  South  were  among  those  most  vehement 
in  the  Kinaas  City  convention  in  talking  of  subject  peoples,  of  the  consent  of 
the  gOTtmed,  of  imperialism,  and  in  pouring  out  their  .sympathy  for  x\guin- 
aldo  ant  his  followers  in  the  Philippines.  It  would  soem  that' they  should 
have  observed  the  Southern  beam  while  seeing  the  Philippine  mole.' 

CORCLDSION. 

Bryaslm  Ii  the  lesue,  and  Indiana  Will  Not  Be  Found  Wanting. 

“Tloae  who  say  that  imperialism  is  the  paramount  issue  are  in  error 
for  the  dominant  question  in  this  campaign  is  Brvanism.  Imperialism  is  a 
whaiP,  hi  t Bryanism  is  a reality.  Bryanism  found  its  concrete  expression  in 
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the  Chicago,  Sionx  halls  and  Kansas  City  platforms.  Brvanism  is  &e  doc- 
trine of  unrest,  discontent,  class  prejudice,  private  and  na'tional  nsjadmtiaii. 
U IS  a menace  to  labor  and  capital ; it  is  the  essence  of  Populism.  It  is  a long 

way  between  the  Democracy  of  Jefferson,  Jackson,  Tilden  and  Cleveland,  and 
Bryamsm.  ' 

“Time  will  not  permit  me  to  more  than  mention  our  State  administra- 
Uon— one  of  Uie  best  m our  history.  It  meets  with  universal  commendation. 
All  honor  to  Governor  Mount  for  his  magnificent  achievements. 

Fellow-citizens,  it  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  the  importance  of  the 
pending  canipaagn,  its  far-reaching  signilicanoe.  Indiana,  great  and  splendid 
btate  that  siie  is,  should  not  support  any  reactionary  policy;  she  will  not. 
t:^e  will  stand  firm  as  .slie  has  stood  liereto/ore  in  favor  of  a protective  tariff 
the  gold  standaj-d,  uatiouaJ  duty  and  Uie  honor  of  our  tlirg.  No  stain  rests’ 
upon  it;  symbol  of  liberty,  justice  and  merry.  Ix-t  us  give  our  potential  sup- 
port to  an  administration  which  makes  for  jiroepenty  and  honor  at  home,  and 
iOT  prestige  Mid  honor  ibroacL^^ 


REPUBLICAN  NATIONAL  PLATFORM. 

1900. 

Ihe  Eepuhlicans  of  the  United  States,  tlirough  their  chosen  representa- 
tives,  met  in  National  ConvenUon,  looking  back  upon  an  unsurpassed  record 
of  achievement  and  looking  forward  into  a great  field  of  duty  and  oppor- 

judgment  of  their  countrymen,  these 

THE  ACnON  BT  1896  JUSTIFIED. 

T.  Th«  eatpeciatkm  in  which  the  American  people,  turning  from  the 
Len^atic  party,  en tinted  power  four  yean  ago  to  a S^Wican  Chief 
Magi^rate  ^ a Eepubhean  Congress,  has  been  met  and  satisfied.  When 
the  people  then  assembled  at  the  polls,  after  a term  of  Democratic  legisla- 
tioa  aad  adimnistration,  business  was  dead,  industry  paralysed  the 
Nauoflal  credit  disastrousIN’  impaired.  The  country’s  capital  was  hidden 
away  aah  its  labor  distressed  and  unemployed.  The  Democrats  had  no  other 
plan  with  which  to  improve  the  ruinous  conditions  which  they  had  them- 
selves produced  than  to  coin  silver  at  the  ratio  of  sixteon  to  one.  The  Re- 
publican party,  denouncing  tills  plan  as  sure  to  produce  conditions  even 
^ worse  tean  those  from  which  relief  was  sought,  promised  to  restore  pros- 
perity by  means  of  two  legislative  measures — a protective  tariff  and  a law 
ma^  gold  the  standard  of  value.  The  people  bv  great  majorities  issued 
to  the  Republican  party  a commission  to  enact  those  laws.  The  commission 
has  been  eiecuted,  and  the  Republican  promise  is  redeemed.  Prosperity 
more  general  and  more  abundant  than  we  have  ever  known  has  followed 
these  enactments.  There  is  no  longer  controversy  as  to  the  value  of  any 
Government  obligations.  Every  American  dollar  is  a gold  dollar  or  its  as- 
sured eqmv^alent,  and  American  credit  stands  higher  than  that  of  any  nation. 
C-apital  tt  fully  employed  and  labor  everywhere  is  profitably  occupied.  No 
single  fact  can  more  strikingly  tell  the  story  of  what  Republican  government 
means  to  the  cormtry  than  this — that  vhile  diiring  the  whole  period  of  one 
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the  leading  commercial  countries  of  the  world.  However  firmly  Republican 
legislation  may  seem  to  have  secured  the  country  against  the.  peril  of  base 
and  discredited  currency,  the  election  of  a Democratic  President  could  not 
fail  to  impair  the  ■country’s  credit  and  to  bring  once  more  into  question  the 
intention  of  tlie  American  people  to  maintain  upon  the  gold  standard  the 
parity  of  their  money  circulation.  The  Democratic  party  must  be  convinced 
that  the  American  people  will  never  tolerate  the  Chicago  platform. 

TRUSTS, 

We  recognize  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  honest  co-operation  of 
capital  to  meet  new  business  conditions  and  especially  to  eitend  our  rapidly 
increasing  foreign  trade,  but  we  condemn  all  conspiracies  and  combinations 
intended  to  restrict  business,  to  create  monopolies,  to  limit  production,  or  lo 
control  prices,^  and  favor  sucli  legislation  as  will  effectively  restrain  and  pre- 
vefit  all  such  abuses,  protect  and  promote  oompetition  and  secure  the  rights 
of  producer,  laborers  and  all  who  are  engaged  in  industry  and  commerce. 


hu  idred  and  seven  years,  from  1790  to  1897,  there  was  an  exeem  of  exporta 
over  importe  of  only  $383,02-8,497,  there  has  been  in  the  short  three  years  of 
tli€  present  Republican  administration  an  excess  of  exports  over  imports  in 
the  enormems  sum  of  $1,483,537,094. 

THE  WAR  WITH  SPAIW. 

And  while  the  American  people,  sustained  by  this  Republican  legisia- 
tio.  i,  have  been  achieving  these  splendid  triumphs  in  their  business  and 'com- 
ine.ce,  tlie\  luive  conducted  and  in  victory  concluded,  a war  for  liberty  and 
hmian  rights.  No  thought  ot  National  aggrandizemenV  tarnished  the"  high 
pulpose  with  which  American  standariis  were  unfurled.  It  was  a war  im- 
soi,  ght  and  patiently  resisted,  but  when  it  came  ihe  American  Government 
wa;  ready.  Its  fleets  were  cleared  for  action.  Its  urmies  were  in  the  held, 
am  the  quick  and  signal  triumph  of  it-s  forces  on  land  and  sea  bore  equal 
tril  ute  to  the  courage  of  American  soldiers  and  sailors,  to  the  skill  and  foro- 

imanship.  1 o ten  millions  of  the  human  race  there 
new  bi-rth  of  freedom.”  and  to  the  Amerie-in  np.onl^  a npw  anH 


big  it  of  liepublican'statJfe 
M'iii  £riven  a 
nol  le  responsibility. 

PRESIDENT  MCKINLEY’S  ABMINISI'RATION. 

We  endorse  the  administration  of  William  :McKinley.  Its  acts  have  been 
osti  blished  in  wisdom  a-nd  in  patriotism,  and  at  home  and  abroad  it-dia^/dis- 

..  ted  and  e.i:tended  the  influence  of  the  American  nation.  Walk- 
ing untried  paths  and  facing  unforeseen  responsibilities,  President  McKinley 
has  been  in  every  situation  the  true  American  patriot  and  the  upright  states- 
ma;i,  clear  in  vision,  strong  in  judgment,  firm  in  action,  always  inspiring  and 
de&irving  the  confidence  of  his  countrymen. 

PROSPERITY  AND  TH&  PUBLIC  COAFIDENCE. 

In  asking  the  American  people  to  endorse  this  Republican  record  and  to 
ren  *w  their  cofiimission  to  the  Republican  party,  we  remind  them  of  the  fact 
tha  the  menace  to  their  prosperity  has  always  resided  in  Democratic  princi- 
ple! and  no  less  in  the  ggneral  incapacity  of  the  Dt  imxTatic  party  to  cofiduct 
public  affairs.  The  prime  essential  of  business  jirosperity  is  public  confi- 
dence in  the  good  sense  of  the  Government  and  in  its  ability  to  deal  intelii- 
gendy  with  each  imw  problem  of  administration  and  legislation.  That  con- 
fide ice  the  Democratic  party  has  never  earned.  It-is  hopelessly  inadequate 
and  the  country’s  prosperity,  when  Democratic  success  at  the  polls  is  *an- 
nou  iced,  halts  and  ceases  in  mere  anticipation  of  Democratic  blundeis  and 
fail  ires. 

CURRENCY.— FREE  COINAGE  OF  SILVER. 

We  renew  our  allegiance  to  the  principle  of  (he  gold-  standard  and  de- 
clar;  our  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  legislation  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Cdn- 
gr«3  by  which  the  parity  of  all  our  money  and  the  stability  of  our  currency 
upai  a gold  liasis  has  been  secured.  We  recognize  that  interest  rates  are  a 
potent  factor  in  production  and  business  activity  and  for  the  purpose  of 
fnrtier  equalizing  and  of  further  lowering  the  rates  of  interest,  we  favor 
sncl  monetary  legislation  as  will  enable  the  varv'ing  needs  off  the  season  and 
of  a'.l  sections,  to  be  promptly  met  in  order  that  rade  mav  be  evenly  sus- 
tain'd, labor  steadily  employed  and  comlnerce  enhuged.  'The  volume  of 
moniy  in  circulation  was  never  so  great  pt'r  capita  a?  it  is  tb-day.  We  declare 
onr  ‘ steadfast  opposition  to  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver.  No 
mea-:  ure  to  that  entb  could  be  comsidered  which  was  without  the  sunnort  of 


lib<  ral  and  should  be  liberally  administered,  and  preference  should  be  giren 
wh  ;rever  practicable  with  respect  to  employment  ia  the  public  seryice  to  sol- 
die  's  and  sailors  and  to  their  widows  and  orphans.  » 

THE  Cim  SERVICE. 

We  commend  the  policy  of  the  Eepublican  party  in  the  cfikiency  of  the 
Ci\  il  Service.  The  administration  has  acted  wisely  in  its  efforts  to  secure  for 
pul  lie  service  in  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii  and  the  Philippine  Islands  only 
those  whose  fitness  has  been  determined  by  training  and  experience.  We  be- 
lie'^e  that  employment  in  the  public  service  in  these  territories  should  be 
COE  fined  as  far  as  practicable  to  their  inhabitants. 

NO  DISFRANCmSEHENT  OF  VOTERS. 

It  was  the  plain  purpose  of  the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
to  ]irevent  discrimination  on  account  of  race  or  color  in  regulating  the  elec- 
tiv(  franchise.  Devices  of  State  governments,  whether  by  statutory  or  con- 
stit  itionai  enactment,  to  avoid  the  purpose  of  this  amendment  are  revolu- 
tioi  ary,  and  should  be  condemned.  ^ 

PUBLIC  ROADS. 

Public  movements  looking  to  a permanent  improvement  of  the  roads 
and  highways  of  the  country  meet  with  our  cordial  approval,  and  we  recom- 
mei  d this  subject  to  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  people  and  of  the  Legis- 
lati  res  of  the  several  States. 

RURAL  FREE  DELIVERY. 

We  favor  the  extension  of  the  Rural  Free  Delivery  service  wherever  its 
ext<  nsion  may  be  justified. 

FREE  HOMES.  - 

In  further  pursuance  of  the  constant  policy  of  the  Republican  party  to 
pro  ide  free  homes  on  the  public  domain,  we  recommend  adequate  national 
legi  dation  to  reclaim  the  arid  lands  of  the  United  States,  reserving  control 
of  t le  distribution  of  water  for  irrigation  to  the  roipective  Sta^  and  Terri- 
tori  js. 

THE  TERRITORIES. 

We  favor  home  rule  for,  and  the  early  admission  to  statehood  of  the 
Ter  itories  of  New'  Mexico,  Arizona  and  Oklahoma. 

THE  DINGLEY  ACT  AND  THE  REVENUES. 

The  Dingley  Act,  amended  to  provide  sufficient  revenue  for  the  conduct 
of  t le  war,  has  so  well  performed  its  work  that  it  h.as  been  possible  to  reduce 
the  war  debt  in  the  sum  of  $40,000,000.  So  amj.le  are  the  Government’s 
revenues  and  so  great  is  the  public  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  its  obliga- 
tion i that  its  newly  funded  2 per  cent,  bonds  sell  at  a premium".  The  country 
is  n<  w justified  in  expecting  and  it  w'ill  be  the  policy  of  the  Republican  party 
to  b'ing  about  a reduction  of  the  w'ar  taxes. 

ISTHMIAN  CANAL. 

We  favor  the  construction,  ow'nership,  control  and  protection  of  an 
Isth  nian  Canal  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  New  markets  are 
necessary  for  the  increasing  surplus  of  onr  farm  products.  Every  effort 
shoi  Id  be  made  to  open  and  obtain  new  markets,  es{>ecially  in  the  Orieitt,  and 
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the  Administration  is  w'armly  to  be  commended  for  ite  successful  effort  to 
commit  all  trading  and  colonizing  nations  to  the  policy  of  the  open  door  in 
China. 

A DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE. 

In  the  interest  of  our  expanding  commerce,  we  recommend  that  Con- 
gress create  a Department  of  Commerce  and  Industries  in  the  charge  of  a 
Secretary,  with  a seat  in  the  Cabinet.  The  United  States  Consular  system 
should  be  re-organized  under  the  supervision  of  this  new  department  upon 
such  a basis  of  appointment  and  tenure  as  will  render  it  still  more  serviceable 
to  the  Nation’s  increasing  trade. 

The  American  Government  must  protect  the  person  and  property  of 
every  citizen  wherever  they  are  wrongfully  violated  or  placed  in  peril. 

THE  WOMEN  OF  AMERICA. 

We  congratulate  the  women  of  America  upon  their  splendid  record  of 
public  service  in  the  volunteer  aid  association  and  as  nurses  in  camp  and  hos- 
pital during  the  recent  campaigns  of  our  armies  in  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Indies,  and  we  appreciate  their  faithful  co-operation  in  all  works  of  education 
and  industry. 

OUR  FOREIGN  POLICY. 

President  McKinley  has  conducted  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  United 
States  with  distinguished  credit  to  the  American  people.  In  releasing  us 
from  the  vexatious  conditions  of  a European  alliance  for  the  government  of 
Samoa,  his  course  is  especially  to  be  commended.  By  securing  to  our  undi- 
vided control  the  most  imporUnt  island  of  the  Samoan  group  and  the  best 
harbor  in  the  Southern  Pacific,  every  American  interest  has  been  safe- 
guarded. 

HAWAII. 

We  approve  the  annexation  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  United 
States. 

THE  WAR  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

We  commend  the  part  taken  by  our  Government  in  the  Peace  Confer- 
ence at  The  Hague.  We  assert  our  steadfast  adherence  to  the  pO'Iicy  an- 
nounced in  the  Monroe  Doctrine.  The  provisions  of  The  Hague  Convention 
w'cre  wisely  reganled  when  President  McKinley  tendered  his  friendly  offices 
in  the  interest  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  South  Afric.an  Repub- 
lic. While  the  American  Government  must  continue  the  policy  presetribed  by 
Washington,  affirmed  by  every  succeeding  President  and  imposed  uf>on  us  by 
The  Hague  treaty  of  non-intervention  in  European  controversies,  the  Amer- 
ican pcH)ple  earnestly  hope  that  a w'ay  may  soon  be  found,  honorable  alike  to 
both  contending  ])arties,  to  terminate  the  strife,  between  them. 

THE  PHILIPPINES— PORTO  RICO. 

In  accepting  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  the  just  responsibilitv'  of  our  vic- 
tories in  the  Spanish  War,  the  President  and  tlie  Senate  won  the  undoubted 
approval  of  the  American  people.  No  other  course  was  possible  than  to  de- 
stroy Spain’s  sovereignty  throughout  the  Western  Indies  and  in  the  Philip- 
pine Islands.  That  course  created  o«r  responsibility  before  the  world  and 
with  the  unorganized  population  w'hom  our  intervention  had  freed  from 
Spain,  to  provide  for  the  naaintenance  of  law  and  order,  and  for  the  estab- 
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liskment  of  good  government  and  for  the  performance  of  international  ob- 
ligations. Our  authority  could  not  be  less  than  our  responsibility  and  irher- 
trver  sovereign  rights  were  extended  it  became  tlie  high  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  maintain  its  authority,  to  put  down  anne<i  insurrection  and  to  confer 
the  blessings  of  liberty  and  civiMzation  upon  all  tlie  rescued  peoples. 

The  largest  measupc  ol  self-government  consistent  witli  their  trelfare 
and  our  dtitk;*  ahull  be  soeurod  to  them  by  lair. 

CUBA. 

To  Cuba  iixk'pcDtieaoii  and  adf-govemment  were  asaurt'd  in  the  same 
voice  by  which  war  was  declared  and  to  the  letter  this  pledge  ahall  be  per- 
formed. 

The  Eepublican  party  upon  Hs  history,  and  upon  this  declaration  of 
principles  and  policies  confidently  invokes  the  considerate  and  approving 
judgnamt  oi  the  American  peopio. 

CHARLES  W.  FAIRBANKS, 

Chairman. 
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